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DV LEAP is thrilled to welcome our 

new Executive Director: 
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Lee Ann brings a unique combination of nonprofit leadership and academic scholarship to 

her new role as Executive Director of DV LEAP. An ardent advocate for women's and 

human rights, she has over two decades of experience linking research and action for 

change to benefit vulnerable groups in the US and in Africa. Dr. De Reus is an 

internationally recognized expert on gender, sexualized violence, women’s rights, and 

activism with speaking engagements at TEDxPSU, the Oslo Freedom Forum, and France24 

TV.  

 

She is the co-founder and chair of the board of directors of Panzi Foundation USA, a 

nonprofit that assists survivors of gender-based violence at Panzi Hospital in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. Under her leadership, the funds raised by the Foundation 

increased tenfold in only four years. Her efforts on behalf of PFUSA were recognized by 

Purdue University, her alma mater, with the 2017 Distinguished Service Alumni Award. At 

Penn State Altoona, Dr. De Reus was an associate professor for 20 years in the 

departments of Human Development and Family Studies and Women’s, Gender, and 

Sexuality Studies where she conducted research on gender-based violence and taught 

courses on intimate partner and family violence.  

 

DV LEAP is excited to have Lee Ann on board, and we confidently look forward to new 

growth and the expansion of our footprint with Lee Ann at our helm. 
    

 

 

 

 
Our mailing address is:  

DV LEAP 
2000 G St., NW 

Washington, DC 20052 
  

 

http://www.dvleap.org/

