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COLLECTION and PRESERVATION: 
The Iowa Code, Section 709.10 allows for a victim of sexual assault to have a kit 
collected anonymously.  In addition, it requires that the kit be stored by the law 
enforcement agency until the statute of limitations has run out – 10 years after 
the assault, or 10 years after the victim turns 18 if they are a minor when the 
assault occurs. 
 
I have copied the text from this section of the Iowa Code here for reference: 
 

709.10 Sexual abuse — evidence. 

1. When an alleged victim of sexual abuse consents to undergo a sexual abuse 

examination and to having the evidence preserved, a sexual abuse evidence collection 

kit must be collected and properly stored with the law enforcement agency under whose 

jurisdiction the offense occurred or with the agency collecting the evidence to ensure that 

the chain of custody is complete and sufficient. 

2. If an alleged victim of sexual abuse has not filed a complaint and a sexual abuse 

evidence collection kit has been completed, the kit must be stored by the law enforcement 

agency for a minimum of ten years. In addition, if the alleged victim does not want their 

name recorded on the sexual abuse collection kit, a case number or other identifying 

information shall be assigned to the kit in place of the name of the alleged victim. 

 
PROCESSING: 
Currently, if the victim does not have any contact with the police, the kit is 
typically not sent to the laboratory for processing (regardless of whether it was 
collected anonymously or not). 
 
The victim is not required to give their name to the police in order to have the kit 
processed.  We do have a process in place for the kit to be tested without the 
victim having to give their name to the police department.  This process is set up 
to provide confidentiality in cases where the victim may want to find out if DNA 
evidence is present before deciding whether to go forward with a full police 
investigation.   This is a concern that has been brought up by college students 
who do not want their name provided to the institution until they decide if they are 
going forward with an investigation.  It can also be used in situations where a 
victim may know someone or be related to someone in the police department 
and they have chosen not to tell that person about the assault. 
 
  



For the process of Anonymous Kit Processing to be successful, both the law 
enforcement agency and the victim advocacy agency need to be involved and 
the victim will need to speak with both of them.  Below is an outline of the steps 
in collecting an anonymous kit for processing by the laboratory. 
 

• The victim reports to the hospital to have a sexual assault exam 
completed.  Law enforcement and Advocacy are notified. 

• The victim tells law enforcement that they would like the kit tested without 
providing their name to law enforcement (anonymous testing). 

• The victim also talks with the advocate and provides their name and 
contact information to the victim advocate. 

• Law enforcement records the contact information for the ADVOCATE in 
their records. 

• The kit is collected and a unique identifier (hospital number, etc) is used in 
place of the name. 

• The kit is given to the law enforcement agency.  They submit the kit to the 
laboratory listing the victim’s name as “Anonymous Female (or Male) 
XXXXXXX (unique identifier).” 

• The laboratory tests the kit and issues a report using “Anonymous 
Female/Male XXXXXX” as the name of the victim throughout the report. 

• When the law enforcement agency obtains the report, they contact the 
VICTIM ADVOCATE and let her/him know that the report has been 
received.  (Note – no results should be given directly to the victim 
advocate, only notification that the results have been received by the law 
enforcement agency). 

• The ADVOCATE then contacts the VICTIM and lets them know that the 
report is available and they can get the results by coming to the law 
enforcement agency.   

• The VICTIM reports to the law enforcement agency (with or without the 
ADVOCATE present depending on their preference) and can be told the 
results of the testing.  At this point, the VICTIM can decide if they want to 
give their name to law enforcement and proceed with a full investigation, 
or end the investigation at that point. 

 
The agencies that have used this process have found that very few anonymous 
reports actually make it to the lab.  Typically, if this is the victim’s initial choice, 
once they talk with a law enforcement officer about the process and realize they 
are being given some control, they often choose to go ahead and give their name 
to law enforcement and proceed with a full investigation before the kit is 
submitted to the laboratory.  Basically, explaining to them that they have this 
option and how it works ends up allowing the officer a chance to build rapport 
with the victim and increase their comfort level with law enforcement and the 
investigation process. 
 


