
 

NCADV Statement on Senate Rejection of  
Murphy Background-Check Amendment 

 
[June 20, 2016] The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) is 
deeply disappointed in the Senate's failure to pass Senator Chris Murphy's 
amendment to the Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies (CJS) 
appropriations bill. This common-sense legislation would have required a 
background check before all gun sales, improved the NICS background check 
system, and required gun owners to report lost or stolen firearms to law 
enforcement to combat illegal gun trafficking. With his historic filibuster, Senator 
Murphy set the stage for the Senate to take meaningful action to keep guns out of 
the hands of abusers and others who are prohibited by law from owning firearms. 
The Senate squandered this opportunity. 
 
The intersection between domestic violence and firearms is well-documented. The 
presence of a firearm in a domestic violence situation increases the risk of homicide 
by at least 500%. Abusers also use firearms as a tool of terror and control. A survey 
of contacts by the National Domestic Violence Hotline found that, among victims 
and survivors whose abusers owned firearms, 67% believed their abusers were 
capable of killing them. In fact, 57% of mass shootings are related to family 
violence. 
 
Domestic violence misdemeanants and abusers subject to permanent protective 
orders are prohibited from owning firearms, but in many states, they are able to 
bypass legal prohibitions by buying from private sellers without background checks 
that would flag them as prohibited purchasers. Senator Murphy's amendment 
requiring background checks for all gun sales would have closed this loophole. Says 
NCADV Executive Director Ruth Glenn, "This common-sense measure would have 
ensured existing law was enforced. By failing to close background loopholes that 
allow prohibited abusers to obtain firearms, Congress is complicit in the murder of 
almost two women by their abusers every single day and the ongoing abuse of 
countless others." 
 
NCADV is committed to protecting victims and survivors from gun-enabled domestic 
violence. We will continue to push for common-sense gun violence prevention 
legislation such as universal background checks, expanding the domestic violence 
prohibitor to cover dating violence, stalking and ex parte protective orders, and 
banning assault weapons. We hope that, in the future, Congress will prioritize the 
safety of the American people over the interests of the gun lobby. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
NCADV is the voice of victims and survivors.   

We are the catalyst for changing society to have zero tolerance for domestic violence.   
We do this by affecting public policy, increasing understanding of the impact of domestic violence, 

and providing programs and education that drive change. 
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