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Webinar  

Domestic Violence Expert Witnesses in Civil Legal 
Proceedings 
 
 Presenters:  Margaret Bassett 

Director of Expert Witness Programs  
Institute on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault  
University of Texas’ School of Social Work (Austin, TX) 

                                                 

Kirsten Faisal 
Director of Training and Technical Assistance  
Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (Des Moines, IA)     
                                       

             Date:      December 3, 2015 
 

            Time:       3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

This webinar is part of a series about  

Expert Witnesses  

hosted by the  

National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women.  

 

Please watch for announcements about future webinars. 

 
WEBINAR DESCRIPTION 
 
When victims of battering are involved in civil legal proceedings, domestic violence experts can help 
victims and their attorneys ensure that fact finders do not make legal decisions influenced by myths and 
misconceptions about survivors and perpetrators of domestic violence.  In this webinar, Margaret 
Bassett and Kirsten Faisal, two experienced expert witnesses, will discuss ways that domestic violence 
experts can help civil attorneys prepare for cases involving victims of battering by educating attorneys 
about domestic violence, consulting with attorneys about how victims’ cases might be impacted – 
negatively or positively – by evidence of domestic violence, and helping attorneys prepare to litigate 
cases.  The presenters will also discuss some specific ways that experts can be helpful in custody, 
termination of parental rights, and civil protection order hearings.   

https://sites.utexas.edu/idvsa/
http://www.icadv.org/
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PRESENTERS’ BIOS 
 
Margaret Bassett, LPC-S, has worked in the field of domestic violence and sexual assault for 30 
years.  Her career encompasses diverse work settings.  She has worked in the Criminal Justice System 
with victims of felony intimate partner violence crimes.  She has worked as a counselor and manager in 
various domestic violence shelters/resource centers.  She has participated in community collaborations 
and was a member of the SafePlace Risk-Management Team.  She is adjunct faculty at The University of 
Texas at Austin. 
 
Ms. Bassett is the Director of Expert Witness Programs at the Institute on Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault in the University of Texas’ School of Social Work in Austin. She provides expert witness 
testimony in criminal and civil intimate partner violence cases and has been doing so since 2008. 
 
Kirsten Faisal has been the Director of Training and Technical Assistance for the Iowa Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence since 1995, where she works on developing public policy, and provides professional 
support to agencies that impact battered women and their children.  She is on the steering committee 
for the Batterer’s Education Program for the Iowa Department of Corrections; has trained for the Iowa 
Law Enforcement Academy and the Department of Human Services; served as chair for the Iowa 
Domestic Abuse Death Review Team, and has provided expert witness testimony in civil and criminal 
domestic abuse cases.  She graduated with honors from Iowa State University with a bachelor’s degree 
in anthropology and spent eleven years doing crisis intervention work with survivors of abuse.  
 
SUGGESTED PARTICIPANTS 
This webinar will be helpful for both new and experienced domestic violence expert witnesses, as well 
as people who are considering working as an expert in the future.  This may include social workers, 
academics, and other professionals who might provide general testimony about battering and its 
effects.  Additionally, we encourage prosecutors, defense attorneys, and other attorneys who represent 
victims of domestic violence or sexual assault to participate. 
 
REGISTRATION DETAILS:  This webinar is open to OVW Grants to Encourage Arrest (GTEA) Grantees, 
LAV grantees, other OVW grantees, FVPSA grantees. and to the general public.  
 

The webinar is free of charge (but you will have to pay for the phone call if you dial in). 

Click Here to Register 
If you do not get a confirmation email almost immediately after registering, 

please check your JUNK or SPAM email box. 
 

Questions?  For questions about this webinar, please contact the National Clearinghouse for the 

Defense of Battered Women at ncdbw@ncdbw.org.  Please put “Expert #13 Webinar Question” in the 

subject line.  

Can’t attend?  We plan to post a recording of the webinar on our website 7 – 10 days after the “live” 
presentation is complete.  Please check http://ncdbw.org/ if you are unable to attend the live 
presentation; go to the “resources” tab. 
 

https://bwjp.ilinc.com/register/rkbtcxy
mailto:ncdbw@ncdbw.org
http://ncdbw.org/
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You will also find recordings of past webinars there. 

 
This project is supported by Grant No. 2011-TA-AX-K061 awarded by the Office on Violence Against 

Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. 

 
 
National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women 
125 S. 9th Street, Suite 302 
Philadelphia, PA  19107 
tel: 215/351-0010 or 800/903-0111, ext. 3 
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