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OUTLINE OF KEY TALKING POINTS FOR 

CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS 2017 
 

AT THE BEGINNING OF EVERY MEETING   
 Introduce yourself: your name; name and location of your program; brief description of your program. 

 Thank the person with whom you are meeting for the appointment and the Congressperson’s work [include a 
tailored thank you based on the Member’s record; see the “Champions” document]. 

 Quickly reference a local program in the Member’s state/district. For example, “You may be familiar with 
[name of program] in [name of city]. They do incredible work.” 

 

KEY REQUESTS  
1. Support an FY 18 budget that invests in non-defense discretionary (NDD) programs and replaces scheduled 

sequestration cuts through a balanced package.   
2. Fully fund the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act ($175 million) and related programs at HHS. 
3. Release $4 billion from the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Fund with no transfers or rescissions. Create a tribal 

funding stream.   
4. Fully fund targeted investments in VAWA, specifically STOP, LAV, Rural, GTEAP, T-housing, SASP. 
5. Preserve immigrant survivors’ access to safety and justice. 
6. Preserve access to affordable, comprehensive healthcare for survivors.  

 

FEDERAL FUNDING  
Supporting materials: 

 Appropriations chart (two-page detailed chart with authorized level columns) 
 “FY 18 Appropriations Requests” document 
 Funding charts for FVPSA, VOCA, STOP, SASP and RPE (with state-specific funding levels) 
 Domestic Violence Counts Census national and state summaries 
 Additional state-specific information. 

 
General Talking Points on Federal Funding Issues: 

 While FVPSA, VOCA and VAWA have been extremely successful, many victims still have unmet needs, and 
we must continue to improve our responses to address the crisis of violence in many communities. 

 The demand for safety and services increases with improvements in the criminal justice system, better 
outreach and increased awareness. Current funding levels cannot meet these increases in demand. 

 Domestic violence and sexual assault services are critically under-funded, creating a dangerous gap 
between desperate need and adequate resources. 

 
Tell Your Story: 

 Provide compelling anecdotes from your state/program to reinforce the points above. 

 Include NNEDV’s DV Counts 2016 Census numbers to demonstrate the demand for and gaps in services. 

 Provide local information about the need created by the current economic climate: 
o How are budget cuts harming victims in your state? 
o Describe the successes and challenges of your program or programs in your state. 
o Explain the funding needs of your program or programs in your state. 
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*NOTE: The U.S. House LHHS Bill includes $151 million for FVPSA. The Senate has not yet released 
their LHHS Bill.  
 

FULLY FUND THE FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT (FVSPA) 
AT $175 MILLION & RELATED PROGRAMS AT HHS  

 
Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA): $175 million  

 FVPSA is the only federal funding source directly dedicated to domestic violence shelters. 

 Explain the need for shelters and direct domestic violence services in your area. 

 Share stories of unmet need, increase in bed nights, and a lack of funding. Use the Census. 

 Tell the Member/staffer the amount of funding your state received in FVSPA last year.  

 FVPSA is up for renewal (reauthorization) now. We encourage Congress to quickly reauthorize FVPSA, 
which is an effective program that must be maintained. (Most helpful to mention to Reps/Senators who are 
on Ed & Workforce and HELP.)  
 

Additional LHHS programs: DELTA prevention program, National Domestic Violence Hotline, Rape Prevention and 
Education; Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant. (Reference the chart.) 

 Share the need for prevention work as a crucial factor towards ending domestic and dating violence.  
 
   

 
*NOTE: The U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate have both completed their CJS bills. It 
is important that this critical funding remain in any final bill.  

 
RELEASE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FROM THE VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT FUND 
(VOCA) 
VOCA is a non-taxpayer fund generated from fines and penalties collected from offenders and is used to support 
direct services for victims in the aftermath of crimes. Each year, Congress releases funding; a portion of that funding 
goes to state victim assistance grants.  

 Say something like, “In our state/district, VOCA funding provides essential, life-saving direct services to victims 
who are your constituents.” (Give examples.)  

 Tell the Member/staffer the amount of funding your state received in VOCA last year.  

 If you have exciting VOCA-funded projects or plans for VOCA-funded projects, please share them!   

 Our message - We ask Congress to release $4 billion (at least the 3-year average of deposits) from the 
VOCA Fund:  

o $4 billion is the approximate average of the funds deposited into VOCA over the last 3 fiscal years. This 
is a fiscally responsible way to distribute enough funds to provide life-saving services AND maintain the 
stability of the Fund.  

o Transfers and Rescissions: We urge Congress not to transfer funds out of VOCA to other 
Dept. of Justice programs, including VAWA.   

 In FY 16, FY 17, the Administration’s proposal for FY 18, and the FY 18 Senate CJS bill, 
funds are transferred from VOCA to VAWA and other DOJ programs. This undermines 
the VOCA Fund’s long-term sustainability.   

Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS) Requests   

 

Labor, Health and Human Services (LHHS) Requests 
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o Tribes:  We ask Congress to maintain the VOCA tribal funding stream that was included in the 
President’s budget and is now in the House and Senate CJS bills in FY 18 and ensure this 
funding stream remains in the final Budget. Victims on tribal lands desperately need services but 
Tribes have no access to federal VOCA funds. Now is the time to rectify this exclusion.   
 

FULLY FUND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA) PROGRAMS 
 

 Services, Training, Officers, Prosecutors (STOP Formula Grants) ($222 million request) 
 A formula grant to states is a foundation of VAWA and our nation’s coordinated community 

responses to domestic and sexual violence. 
 Explain: In our state/district, STOP funds our coordinated community responses to domestic and 

sexual violence (including training and services). Give examples! 

 Tell the Member/staffer the amount of funding your state received in STOP last year. 

 Talk about increased demand for training, coordination and services. 
 Full funding is necessary to meet the demand for services, to achieve new goals set out by VAWA 

reauthorization, and to continue the potential of this life-saving program.   

 Civil Legal Assistance for Victims ($57 million request) – gives victims critical access to civil protections; 
saves lives.  

 Rural Grants ($50 million request) – addresses extreme gaps to serving isolated victims in rural areas.  

 Transitional Housing ($35 million) – a bridge from crisis to stability for victims who flee their homes.  

 Improving Criminal Justice Response ($73 million) – homicide reduction, firearms lethality project and full 
community response to increasing offender accountability.  

 Sexual Assault Services Program ($40 million) – only dedicated federal funding to serve victims of sexual 
assault.  

 Additional VAWA CJS programs – all VAWA programs work together to meet the needs of victims. 
(Reference the chart.) 

 VAWA reauthorization – when VAWA comes up for reauthorization, it must preserve protections for all 
survivors.  

 

IMMIGRATION POLICIES: IMPACT ON SURVIVORS 
 
In order to be able to escape abuse, it is critical for immigrant survivors to be able to access law 
enforcement, and civil legal and criminal justice systems without fear of detainment and deportation. 
Challenges for immigrant victims:  

 Perpetrators of domestic violence often use victims’ undocumented immigration status as a tactic of 
abuse – threatening to report survivors to ICE and to have them deported, confiscating immigration 
documents, misrepresenting the law, and separating them from their citizen children. 

 Current environment (Administration’s Executive Orders on immigration, the Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) implementation memos, and the increased enforcement activities and proposals that further 
entangle local law enforcement in federal immigration enforcement) create fear and risk for survivors.  

 Organizations around the country signed onto a letter concerning DHS’s increased indiscriminate interior 
enforcement actions. ICE’s Acting Director sent a response that fails to address concerns about the impact 
on victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and human trafficking in any meaningful way, but alarmingly 
states that any individual encountered by ICE who is in violation of immigration laws may be taken into 
custody. This confirms victims are at clear risk.  

 These current and proposed policies fail to protect immigrant victims and reduce the likelihood of immigrant 
victims or witnesses reporting crimes, empower abusers and perpetrators, contravene existing protections 
afforded by law, undermine access to justice through the police and the court, and undermine public safety. 
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 Share new data that demonstrates the impact:  
o A recent survey, designed and distributed by seven national organizations working to end domestic 

violence and sexual assault and answered by over 700 victim advocates and attorneys across the 
country, found:  

 78% of advocates reported that immigrant survivors expressed concerns about contacting police 

 75% of service providers reported that immigrant survivors have concerns about going to court 
for a matter related to the abuser/offender 

 43% of advocates worked with immigrant survivors who dropped civil or criminal cases because 
of fear. 

Lifesaving, bi-partisan protections exist but are undermined in the current environment: Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) and the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA).  

 The U visa was established in 2000 for victims of certain designated crimes, including domestic violence and 
sexual assault, who have suffered mental or physical abuse and are helpful to law enforcement or 
government officials in the investigation or prosecution of criminal activity.  

 There is a 3-year wait for crime victim visas just to be processed, and an even longer wait to get a visa 
(approximately 7 years) due to the cap on U visas. This lengthy delay seriously compromises the safety of 
applicants, leaving victims vulnerable to further abuse and economic instability while their applications are 
pending AND makes victims more vulnerable to enforcement actions, such as being detained and deported, 
which put victims and their children at risk.  

o More resources are needed for USCIS to process these cases in a timely manner.   
o There is a critical need to lift the U visa cap in order to reduce the long wait and provide immigrant 

victims the protections they deserve.   
 
“Sanctuary cities,” community policing, and entanglement  

 Threatening the removal of valuable grant funding from jurisdictions that choose not to spend limited 
resources enforcing federal immigration law undermines public safety and the role of local law enforcement. 

 Removing funds that contribute to the health and well-being of communities across the nation would not 
make our communities safer and would not fix any part of our immigration system. 

 Policies that promote increased entanglement between state/local police and federal immigration 
enforcement make communities less safe by making victims fearful of police engagement.  

 
Requests  

 Support the “Protecting Sensitive Locations Act” (S.845/H.R. 1815), which protects sensitive community 
locations, like courthouses, rape crisis centers, and victim service programs from harmful immigration 
enforcement actions.  

 Enhance oversight of DHS to ensure that their policies and procedures do not undermine VAWA and the 
TVPA protections, deter survivors from accessing critical protections, or violate their due process rights.  

 Support all efforts to protect DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) and Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS). 

 Support legislation to increase the U visa cap. 

 Oppose bills:   
o Which increase the entanglement of local police in enforcing federal immigration law and penalize 

local jurisdictions for having community trust policies; and  
o That create additional immigration penalties, particularly when waivers are not provided. 

 Oppose the expanded use of immigration detention centers.  
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ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE FOR SURVIVORS OF VIOLENCE: 
(SENATE FOCUS) 

 Survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault need a range of health and mental health services, 
including preventive care, to heal and thrive.  

 Today, affordable and comprehensive care is guaranteed, including for survivors, through the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA).  

 We encourage the Senate to maintain access for all to high-quality, comprehensive health insurance 
that is guaranteed and affordable.  

 We urge the Senate to reject any measure to repeal the ACA, cut Medicaid, or that will result in fewer 
victims receiving the healthcare they need to survive.  

 While current proposals continue to emerge, we will evaluate proposals to change the healthcare law by how 
they impact adult survivors and children and by how they support prevention and help families heal from 
abuse, violence and trauma. We will oppose proposals that are projected to increase the number of 
uninsured, shift costs to consumers and providers, or reduce benefit packages.  

 Types of Plans: “Bare bones” plans that many health individuals would select would not provide coverage 
for unexpected medical costs, such as costs arising from domestic or sexual violence. Necessary 
comprehensive plans may become out of reach for survivors – this includes access to counseling and other 
trauma supports, as well as medical supports. 

 Pre-existing conditions: Survivors often have pre-existing conditions related to the abuse, but not 
necessarily labeled as “domestic violence” in their health history, including post-traumatic stress disorder, 
injuries, emergency room visits, and other chronic diseases.  Survivors are at high risk of having their health 
history used in underwriting. 

 Continuous coverage: Some proposals require consumers to be continuously covered or face higher 
premiums. Survivors are at risk for having gaps in coverage for many reasons, including circumstances 
entirely out of their control. An abuser could terminate coverage without telling the survivor, causing the 
victim to face stiff financial penalties. An abuser could also threaten to terminate coverage, which may force 
a survivor to stay in danger.    

 Medicaid: Current proposals cut hundreds of billions of federal Medicaid dollars from the program. For low-
income survivors, there are no other sources of health insurance. Dramatically cutting Medicaid will mean 
loss of coverage and access to needed services.  

Request:  

 Maintain access to comprehensive, guaranteed and affordable health insurance. Reject any measure to 
repeal the ACA, cut Medicaid, or that will result in fewer victims receiving the healthcare they need to 
survive.  

 

AT THE END OF EVERY MEETING 

 Thank the Member/staffer for her/his time. 

 Ask if the Member/staffer has any additional questions. 

 Ask if the Member/staffer would like any follow-up information. If so, please make a note of this so that NNEDV 
can follow up with the Member/staffer. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE AN ADVOCACY REPORT FORM FOR EVERY MEETING 
AND SUBMIT TO NNEDV. 
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TELLING YOUR STORY 
 
By sharing the needs in your community and the difficulties you face meeting those needs, you paint a picture of the 
critical need for full funding of FVPSA, VOCA and VAWA. Your story is the most important message you can share 
with a Member of Congress. 
 
Talk about how domestic violence and sexual assault affect your community. 

 What progress have you seen due to federal programs? 

 What gaps still exist? 

 Do you see the demand for victim services increasing? 

 What is the impact of budget cuts on victims of domestic violence and sexual assault and services for 
victims?  

 What resources are needed in your community? 

 Do you have a story you’d like to share? For example: 
o A story of a survivor’s success  
o A story of your program’s success in serving many survivors  
o Planned or current projects using VOCA increases   
o A story that demonstrates the human side of unmet needs – what happens when you can’t serve the 

survivors who come forward for help?  
 
Mention specific funding streams, programs, and protections that would help fill the gaps. 
 
Core shelter and supportive services 

 FVPSA – the only dedicated federal funding source for domestic violence programs. 

 VOCA funding – a non-taxpayer-derived source for direct victim services. 
 
Coordinated community responses 

 STOP Grants – support coordinated community responses to domestic and sexual violence. 
 
Additional specific and vital services    
Describe the specific needs of victims that are supported by these funding streams:  

 Legal Assistance for Victims – gives victims real true alternatives to abuse; saves lives  

 Rural Grants – addresses extreme gaps to serving isolated victims in rural areas 

 Transitional housing – a bridge from crisis to stability  

 Grants to Encourage Arrest – homicide reduction and full community response to increasing offender 
accountability  

 Sexual Assault Services Program – only dedicated federal funding to serve victims of sexual assault.  
 
Immigration  
Share stories of immigrant survivors you serve and the impact of increased enforcement and other changes.  

  
Healthcare 
Share stories of how survivors are currently accessing care and what is it at stake if they lose access to care.  


