
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

Emmy-Award Winning “PRIVATE VIOLENCE” will be airing on 

public television’s WORLD Channel, February 16-23 
 
From February 16-23, "PRIVATE VIOLENCE will be airing on public television's WORLD 

Channel Sundays at 9pm, Mondays, 1a, 9a, 3pm, Thursdays at 5am and 11am EST. (Please 

check local listings.)"  This special One-Time Broadcast of Emmy Award-Winner Cynthia Hill’s 

intimate documentary film features Deanna Walters, a mother who seeks justice for the crimes committed 

against her at the hands of her estranged husband, and Kit Gruelle, an advocate who seeks justice for all 

women. 
 
Private Violence is a feature-length documentary film that explores a simple, but deeply disturbing fact of 

American life: the most dangerous place for a woman in America is her own home. Every day in the US, 

at least four women are murdered by abusive (and often, ex) partners. The knee-jerk response is to ask: 

“why doesn’t she just leave?” Private Violence shatters the brutality of this logic. In Private Violence, we 

bear witness to the complicated and complex realities of intimate partner violence. Their experiences 

challenge entrenched and misleading assumptions, providing a lens into a world that is largely invisible; a 

world we have locked behind closed doors with our silence, our inadequate state laws, and our lack of 

understanding. We also see what a difference the Violence Against Women Act makes in the lives of 

Deanna and Martina Walters. If it wasn’t for VAWA, Deanna would likely have been murdered by her 

estranged husband by now. Instead, she is now a college graduate, and he is in federal prison. 
 
Executive Producer Gloria Steinem has this to say about Private Violence... “Watching “Private 

Violence” will likely make you (justifiably) angry. But the filmmakers also hope it will make audiences 

want to use those emotions to take action. We have the power of social disapproval.  We have the power 

of noticing, of seeing, of supporting, of protecting. This film will make audiences want to use those 

emotions to take action.”  
 
The film’s director Cynthia Hill says: 
“This is a crime that is so pervasive. But it’s something that is treated and viewed as private, shrouded in 

secrecy and shame. Part of that is because our society is so steeped in this notion that what happens in the 

home is no one else’s business. We should all be outraged. We should want laws to reflect the seriousness 

of the crime, to provide appropriate relief for people who are experiencing violence. Unconditionally. We 

should not re-victimize people by reducing the whole solution to the question of whether or not the 

woman leaves. We need to see these women as the experts in their own lives. We should listen to them 

and not expect them to act in a way that is not grounded in the material realities of their lives. There is a 

lot to do.” 
 
About the Filmmaker  
Cynthia Hill crafts documentaries that take a complex approach to critical contemporary issues, creating 

story- driven and visually-rich films. Private Violence is Hill’s fourth feature documentary. The subjects 

of her work range from tobacco farming, to Latino migrant labor and Southern foodways, and challenge 

dominant narratives about the rural South. Hill allows unexpected stories to unfold, laying bare the 

assumptions behind the systems that drive people’s everyday lives. Each of Hill’s documentaries open up 

space for vigorous community engagement, with viewers from wide-ranging political and ideological 

beliefs. Producer/director credits include Tobacco Money Feeds My Family, The Guestworker, February 

One, and A Chef’s Life. Hill’s work has appeared nationally on PBS and the Sundance Channel and 

featured in festivals around the globe. She has lectured at the Center for Documentary Studies at Duke 

University and is the co-founder of the Southern Documentary Fund, a nonprofit organization established 

to support place-based storytelling. Hill is from Pink Hill, NC and currently resides in Durham, NC. 
 

For images and more information about the film: http://privateviolence.com/. 

http://privateviolence.com/

