Report  Reveals  Unmet  Needs  among Native  North  Americans

         
The United States Commission on Civil Rights, an independent agency charged with monitoring federal civil rights enforcement, recently released the report, “A Quiet Crisis: Federal Funding and Unmet Needs in Indian Country.” 
Based on a detailed analysis of the budgets and expenditures of the six major federal agencies responsible for Native American programs, the report reveals significant disparities between the federal funding of programs serving Native peoples and those serving other Americans. 
When inflation is factored in, the report finds that funding for many individual programs for Native Americans actually has decreased over time.
More alarmingly, the report finds that Native Americans rank at, or near, the bottom of virtually every social, health, and economic indicator, including health care, education, public safety, housing, and rural and economic development. The report also notes that Native peoples throughout the United States experience poverty and unemployment rates more than twice the national average; have a lower life expectancy than any other group; and are twice as likely as other Americans to experience hunger.
 

View report at http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/na0703/na0731.pdf 
 

For more information contact Danielle Lewis at 202/833-9771.
