
Domestic Violence is a Crime! Orders of Protection – Help Stop Domestic Violence  
Page 1 of 9 

Domestic Violence is a crime! 
 
 

Orders  
of  

Protection 

 
 
 
 

Help Stop Domestic Violence  
 
 

Revised by 

Legal Aid Society 

of Middle TN & the Cumberlands 
120 Franklin Street 

Clarksville, TN  37040 
(931) 552-6656 

 
Outer counties call toll free 

1-800-342-3317 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Domestic Violence is a Crime! Orders of Protection – Help Stop Domestic Violence  
Page 2 of 9 

Important Definitions 
 
What is abuse?  Abuse means causing or attempting to cause physical harm 
to an adult or minor by other than accidental means, placing an adult or child 
in fear of physical harm, physical restraint, or malicious damage to the 
personal property of the person abused. 
 
What is sexual assault? Sexual assault is any unwanted or unlawful sexual 
contact. It can be committed by the use of threats or force or when 
someone takes advantage of circumstances that render a person incapable of 
giving consent, such as intoxication.  
 
What is stalking?  Stalking is willful course of conduct involving repeated or 
continuing harassment of another person that would cause a reasonable 
person to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated, threatened, harassed or 
molested. 
 
What is a stalking victim?  It is a person, regardless of the relationship 
with the perpetrator, who has been subjected to, threatened with or placed 
in fear of the offense of stalking. 
 
What is a sexual assault victim?  Any person, regardless of the 
relationship with the perpetrator, who has been subjected to, threatened 
with or placed in fear of any form of sexual battery or other sexual offense 
prohibited by law. 
 
What is an Order of Protection? 
It is an order to stop domestic abuse, stalking and/or sexual violence. It tells the 
abuser to stop physically hurting or threatening to hurt you or your child(ren).  
“Hurting” means doing things like hitting, kicking, slapping, choking, physically 
restraining, sexually assaulting or stalking you or your children.    It can also include 
malicious or hateful damage to personal property of the person abused. 
 
Who can you get an Order of Protection against? 
You can file for an Order of Protection against a person who has abused or 
threatened you or destroyed your personal property if they are RELATED to you in 
any of the following ways: 

• Your past or present husband or wife; 
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• Your child’s other parent; 
• Someone you live with or have lived with in the past; 
• Someone related to you by blood, marriage or adoption; 
• Someone you date, have dated or have had a sexual relationship. 

 
Stalking and Sexual Offenses: 
You can get an Order of Protection against anyone REGARDLESS OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP with the abuser if you are a victim of stalking or sexual assault. 
 
What can an Order of Protection do for me? 
 

1. Order the abuser to stop hurting or threatening to hurt you and/or your 
child(ren); 

2. Have the abuser arrested  without a warrant if he/she hurts or threaten to 
hurt you and/or your child(ren) or do anything that violates the order; 

3. Make  the abuser move out; 

4. Order  the abuser to pay for another  place  for you  to live; 

5. Order your abuser not to have any contact with you or your children 

6. Give you temporary custody of the child(ren); 

7. Order the abuser to pay child support; 

8. Order  the abuser to pay spousal support if you are married; 

9. Order  the abuser to attend  counseling; or 

10. Order other protection the judge decides is needed. 
 
 
NOTE:  You always have a right to try to get an Order of Protection.  You do not 

have to file a petition within a certain number of days after the other 
person hits or threatens you – but you should file as SOON as you can. If 
you delay, it may hurt your case. 

 
Where do I file the petition? 
You must file the petition in the county where the abuse happened or in the county 
where your abuser lives.  Always ask for a copy of the petition, ex parte order and 
the court date before you leave. The Court where you need to file an Order of 
protection (OP) varies by county and by circumstances. 
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In Montgomery County you may call 552-6656 or go to Legal Aid Society for help 
with filing an Order of Protection.  If you have a divorce pending, you should 
consult with your divorce attorney before filing an Order of Protection. 
 
In Dickson County file the OP petition in General Sessions Court (615-789-5414) 
in the old court house.  If you have a divorce pending in Dickson County, file the 
petition in Chancery Court (615-789-7011) in the new courthouse.  The clerk will 
assist you in completing the petition and presenting it for the judge’s signature.  
You may contact the shelter (1-800-470-1117) or call the Legal Aid Society (1-
800-342-3317) to request assistance with Orders of Protection. 
 
In Robertson County the petition is presented to the Judicial Commissioner (615-
384-4684).   The office is open between the hours of 8:30-10:30 a.m., Monday 
through Friday.  The Commissioner will present the petition to the judge for his 
signature.  You must call the General Sessions Clerk (615-382-2324) or 
Chancery/Circuit Court Clerk to find out if the judge signed the petition.  If so, you 
must go back to the Clerk’s office to pick up your copy of the petition and ex parte 
order.  You may also contact the shelter at 615-382-0829 for help or call the 
Legal Aid Society (1-800-342-3317) to request assistance with Orders of 
Protection. 
 
In the counties of   
 Cheatham   (615-792-4866) 
 Houston    (931-289-4673)  
 Stewart      (931-232-8474) 
 
go to the General Sessions Clerk’s office if you have not filed for a divorce.  If you 
have a divorce pending, you must file in the court that has your divorce case.  Tell 
the clerk you want an Order of Protection and she will help you complete the 
petition and present it for the judge’s signature.  You may also contact the shelter 
(931-552-6900) (collect calls are accepted) or call Legal Aid Society (1-800-
342-3317) to request assistance with Orders of Protection. 
 
In Humphreys County go to the Chancery Court Clerk’s office (931-286-2558) and 
ask for an Order of Protection.  The clerk will help you complete the petition and 
present it for the judge’s signature.  You may call the local shelter (1-800-470-
1117) or the Legal Aid Society (1-800-342-3317) to request legal assistance with 
Orders of Protection. 
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What do I file in Court? 
When you file for an Order of Protection, you must fill out several forms.  One 
form, called a “petition”, asks the judge to give you an Order of Protection.  Use 
the petition form to tell why you need protection. 
 
On the petition state just the facts.  Describe how you have been hurt or 
threatened.  Try to give the exact date when it happened.  Also, tell exactly what 
the other person did.  For example, do not just write, “He/she got in my face.”  
Write, “He/she pushed me against he wall.  He/she drew back his/her fist and said 
he/she was going to beat my brains out.”  BE HONEST!  DO NOT STRETCH THE 
TRUTH!  Dishonesty will hurt your case and could lead to criminal charges against 
you.  Also tell if there has been abuse/threats of abuse in the past. 
 
Who files if the victim is under age 18: 
If you are under the age of 18 and are not emancipated by a court, you must have a 
parent or guardian, DCS or a shelter case worker to file for an Order of Protection 
on your behalf. 
 
Do you have to pay court costs to file a petition for an Order of Protection? 
No.  No one pays a fee at the time the petition is filed.  After the hearing, the 
judge decides who must pay the court costs.  If the judge grants the Order of 
Protection, the judge will order the abuser to pay court costs. 
 
What happens after the petition is filed? 
After you file the petition requesting the Order of Protection, the judge decides 
whether to give you a short-term protective order called an “Ex parte” Order of 
Protection.  The clerk should give you a copy of the order which will tell you when to 
come back for a court hearing (before the judge).  Be sure to write down the 
hearing date so you will not miss it. Before you leave, ask for a copy of the petition 
and order, if the court does not give it to you.  You may need these papers at court. 
The Sheriff’s office will then try to find the abuser to serve him/her.  When the 
ex parte order is served, it will be read to the abuser.  Once the abuser is served, 
you can call the police to have the abuser arrested on the spot if your abuser hits, 
threatens, or hurts you again or violates the order in any way. 
 
KEEP YOUR EX PARTE ORDER WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES.  You will need to 
show the OP to the police if a problem arises before the court hearing. 
 
The Court Hearing 
You go to the court where you filed the petition.  A hearing should be held within 15 
days from the date the abuser was served, unless the court grants a continuance.  
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It is important to go to the hearing.  If you do not show up, the judge usually will 
dismiss your case and ORDER YOU TO PAY THE COURT COSTS. 
 
You may be scared or nervous about the hearing.  Many people go to these hearings 
without lawyers.  However, you may want a lawyer, especially if the abuser has one.  
Bring the petition you filed with the court so you can review it.  You will need to be 
very familiar with the dates of abuse. 
 
How should I prepare for the hearing? 
To get a full long term Order of Protection, you must prove to the judge that the 
abuse, threat(s), stalking, sexual assault or destruction of property occurred.  
Before the hearing, think about the questions you might be asked.  Be ready to give 
short, simple and truthful answers.  Bring to court any proof you have that the 
other person abused you, such as pictures of your injuries.  You should bring 
witnesses who saw the violence, or your injuries, or heard the other person admit to 
abusing you.  If you are asking for custody or support, you should bring witnesses 
who know about the situation.  Wear appropriate clothes to court.  DO NOT wear 
shorts or blue jeans.  It helps to make a good impression. 
 
If you want time to get an attorney, you can ask for a “continuance.”  The judge may 
grant you a continuance, but he/she does not have to. At the hearing, the judge will 
ask you what happened.   Speak respectfully to the judge.  You should describe 
exactly what the other person did.  STICK TO THE FACTS!  If the other person or 
attorney questions you, do not let them upset you.    
 
What may the judge decide at the hearing? 
 

1. The judge can grant an Order of Protection to protect you and/or your 
child(ren) from abuse, threats of violence, harassment or stalking.  The 
judge may also prohibit your abuser from having any sort of contact with you 
or your children whatsoever. 

2. The Order may last up to a year or until the judge grants your  divorce, if 
there is a divorce pending. 

3. The Order may last from five to ten years when there are multiple violations 
of the Order of Protection. 

4. The judge can make the abuser move out of the house or pay for another 
place for you to live. 

5. The judge can order the abuser to go to programs for help with anger 
problems or alcohol/drug abuse. 
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6. The judge can give you  the temporary custody of the children.  The judge 
can set rules for visitation as necessary. 

7. The judge can order the abuser to pay child support if he/she is the parent 
of your child(ren).  If you are married, the judge can order the abuser to 
support you. 

8. The judge can order other relief as necessary. 

9. If the judge thinks you have not proved your case of abuse,  the judge can 
deny your request for an Order of Protection. 

 
When should I call the police? 
You have certain rights even without an Order of Protection.  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE IS A CRIME!  If you have been physically hurt, threatened with or 
placed in fear of physical harm, call the police.   
 
NOTE:  If the abuser is ARRESTED for domestic violence, he/she may be held in 
jail for up to 12 hours.  Before releasing a person arrested for abuse, the officers 
who have custody of the abuser should tell the victim that the abuser is being 
released from jail.  They should also give the victim a certified copy of the 
conditions of release.  If a police officer believes that a condition of release has 
been violated, the police officer is allowed to make an arrest for the violation 
without a warrant. 
 
If the abuser violates a condition of release, call the police when it happens!  The 
police can arrest the abuser even if they did not see the abuse.  They can make an 
arrest as long as they have “probable cause” to believe the abuser assaulted you.  
They decide based on what you and other witnesses say and what they see at the 
scene of the crime. 
 
When the police come, what should they do? 
 

1. Offer to help you get an arrest warrant or an Order of Protection. 

2. Offer to take you to a shelter or a safe place like the home of a friend or 
relative. 

3. Tell you about your legal rights and services that might help you. 

4. Make sure you ask the police and others to take pictures of the abuse 
and/or property damage.  You will  need pictures in court. 
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Violation of the Order of Protection 
If your abuser violates the OP, you can call the police.  The police can arrest your 
abuser without a warrant, even if they did not see your abuser violate the order.  
The police need to verify that you have an OP and that there is reasonable cause to 
believe that a violation occurred before they arrest the abuser. 
 
If you get an OP and have questions about whether your abuser has violated the 
order, you can contact Legal Aid or a private attorney.  You can also contact the 
local domestic violence shelter.  In some cases a violation of an OP is a Class A 
misdemeanor which carries a jail sentence of up to 11 months and 29 days. 
 
If you need to go to a safe place, call the shelter that services 
the county in which you live: 
 
      Montgomery     Contact: 
     Cheatham    SAFEHOUSE 
     Houston       (931) 552-6900 
     Stewart 

(Collect calls are accepted) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
     Robertson         Contact: 
       HOMESAFE 
         (615) 382-0829 

(Collect calls are accepted) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
    Dickson         Contact: 
    Humphreys      WOMEN ARE SAFE 
       1-800-470-1117 OR   
       (931) 729-5730 

(Collect calls are accepted) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Note:  No piece of paper can guarantee protection against violence.  Always use common 
sense!  To be safe, you need to get to a safe place.  IF YOU ARE NOT SAFE, GO TO A 
SHELTER OR WHEREVER YOU WILL BE SAFE! 
 
 
Si desea obtener información en Espanol arcerca de una Order de Protección 
para usted y su familia llame a nuestra oficina al  1-800-342-3317. 
 
 
“This project is funded under an agreement with the State of Tennessee, 
Department of Finance and Administration, Office of Criminal Justice 
Programs and is supported by Award #Z07033097 00 awarded by the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, USDOJ.” 
 
 
 
Note:  This information cannot take the place of advice from a lawyer.  Each case is 
different and needs individual legal attention.  This pamphlet was first written in 1997 and 
revised in July 2006.  The Order of Protection law may change from time to time. 
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