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making the connection between domestic 
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The Facts on Firearms and Domestic Violence 
Firearms and domestic violence are a deadly combination. Those that choose to abuse and who gain 
access to firearms pose a lethal threat both their victims and the wider community. Under Federal 
law, the Gun Control Act prohibits certain individuals charged with a domestic violence offense from 
purchasing or possessing a firearm. In Arizona, a person convicted of a domestic violence offense or 
subject to a domestic violence protective order is prohibited from possessing a firearm only when the 
defendant was given notice and an opportunity to appear in court. In addition judges have discretion 
to order the surrender of guns to law enforcement. Even with existing federal and state laws aimed at 
disarming individuals who choose to abuse and preventing them from purchasing new firearms, there 
is an absence of effective implementation within the criminal justice system placing survivors of 
domestic violence and the broader community at risk of serious injury or even death.  
 

 Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to women, even more so than car accidents, 
muggings and rapes (Uniform Crime Reports, Federal Bureau of investigation, 2011). 

 Nearly one-third of all women murdered in the United States in recent years were murdered by 
a current or former intimate partner. In 2000, 1,247 women, more than three a day, were killed 
by their intimate partners( Violence Policy Center, 2004). 
 Of females killed with a firearm, almost two-thirds were killed by their intimate partners (US 

Department of Justice, 2003). 
 Access to firearms increases the risk of intimate partner homicide more than five times more 
than in instances where there are no weapons, according to a recent study. In addition, abusers 
who possess guns tend to inflict the most severe abuse on their partners(Campbell et at, 2003). 
 In Arizona, the link between domestic violence and the threat to use firearms is undeniable. 

Between 2008 and 2012, over 60% of all domestic violence related homicides were committed 
with a firearm (Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 2012). 
 

Policy Implementation: Keeping Firearms Out of the Hands of Those That Choose to Abuse:  
These trends suggest the need to continue to keep firearms out of the hands of persons that choose 
to abuse and those with protective orders against them in order to increase victim safety. We support 
the following policies to keep survivors of domestic violence and their children safe from gun violence. 
 

 Requiring a background check for every gun sale 
o Background checks for gun sales keep guns out of the hands of those that choose to 

abuse, reduce violence against women and save lives. However, even when 
background checks are performed, prohibited purchasers are not always denied 
because NICS is missing the necessary domestic violence records. Therefore, it is 
necessary to require the enforcement of law and federal agencies to report the names 
of dangerous people to the background check system. 

 Closing the “private sale loophole” 
o Domestic violence offenders who are federally prohibited from purchasing guns can 

avoid a background check by buying guns from unlicensed “private sellers”, often at gun 
shows or through anonymous online transaction, who are not required by federal law to 
conduct background checks on potential buyers.   

 


