
Page 1 of 6 
 

 

 

DVP Digest: July - September 2014 

News and Updates from CDC’s Division of Violence  

Prevention (DVP) 
 

As we all transition from another summer into autumn, DVP also has 
a number of transitions and updates to share. First, I am very pleased 
to be writing this update as the new acting director of CDC’s Division 
of Violence Prevention. On behalf of the entire division, I’d like to 
thank Dr. Howard Spivak for his dedicated service to the division, and 
wish him well in his new position.  
 
I am thrilled to take the helm of the division at such an exciting time. 
For example, this issue of the DVP Digest spotlights our surveillance 
efforts in celebration of the expansion of the National Violent Death 
Reporting System (NVDRS), as well as the release of 2011 data from 
the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS). 
 
This issue also showcases several recent DVP publications focused on 
suicide prevention, in recognition of Suicide Prevention Month. We 
continue to explore and learn more about potential strategies to 
prevent suicide, and I expect we will learn even more with the 
expansion of NVDRS over the next five years. This month also brought 
the release of the first ever report on suicide prevention from the 
World Health Organization. DVP staff contributed to the report , 
which represents a significant milestone in the recognition of suicide 
as a preventable public health problem. 
 
As we approach October and Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 
the current news cycle strongly reminds us how important our work 
to prevent intimate partner violence (IPV) is to the health and safety 
of all Americans.  We must do much more to prevent it. It is doable − I 
believe that if we can change our culture, our behavior will change. 
For example, approaches with a focus on bystander training and 
healthy relationships show great promise in moving us towards a 
culture in which violence is not considered an option in our intimate 
partnerships.  CDC looks forward to being part of the conversation 
and working with each of our partners to prevent IPV. Throughout 
October,  look for updates from VetoViolence Facebook and 
@CDCInjury on ways to use evidence to stop IPV before it starts. 
We’ll also share highlights from the #VetoViolence Against Women in 
6 Words project honoring the 20

th
 anniversary of the Violence Against 

Women Act and the role of healthy relationships in preventing 
violence. Thanks to all who participated. 
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http://www.who.int/mental_health/suicide-prevention/en/
http://www.facebook.com/VetoViolence
https://twitter.com/cdcinjury
https://www.facebook.com/VetoViolence/app_811632735537464
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I hope you enjoy this DVP Digest, and I look forward to engaging with 
each of you in some way over the coming months. 
 

Sincerely, 
James Mercy, PhD  
Acting Director, Division of Violence Prevention 
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 

DVP Spotlight on… Surveillance 

 
DVP plays a unique role in preventing violence with our focus on a public health approach and 
emphasis on primary prevention to eliminate violence before it occurs. DVP’s approach to violence 
prevention begins with surveillance, or the collection and analysis of data to describe the magnitude 
and impact of violence, where it is occurring, and which groups are experiencing violence. DVP’s 
surveillance data helps provide researchers and practitioners with important information to develop 
and tailor prevention strategies and evaluate programs, and to translate what we know into tools, 
technical assistance, and training to practitioners and other partners for implementation in states 
and communities. 
 
DVP funds the following surveillance systems/studies to support the violence prevention field: 
 

 The National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS), which is the only state-based 
violent death reporting system that pools data from multiple sources—including death 
certificates, coroner/medical examiner reports, and law enforcement reports—to obtain 
the most comprehensive data available on homicides and suicides, as well as unintentional 
firearm injury. Participating states are then able to use state-level data to develop 
prevention and intervention strategies to stop violent deaths and help people live life to 
their full potential. 

 The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS), which is an ongoing, 
nationally-representative telephone survey that collects detailed information on sexual 
violence, stalking, and intimate partner violence victimization from adult women and men 
in the United States. 

 The School Associated Violent Deaths Study (SAVD), which presents the most recent data 
available on school-associated violent deaths, common features of these events, and 
potential risk factors for perpetration and victimization. 

 The Adverse Childhood Experiences Study is one of the largest investigations ever 
conducted to assess associations between adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and later-
life health and well-being. The findings illustrated in this ACE Study infographic suggest 
that certain adverse experiences during childhood have been linked to risky behaviors, 
chronic health conditions, and even educational attainment. As the number of ACEs 
increase, the risk for a variety of health problems increases in a strong and graded fashion, 
including depression, smoking, sexually transmitted diseases, and heart disease. 

 
DVP also partially supports the National Survey of Children’s Exposure to Violence (NatSCEV) and 
the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS). In addition, DVP works with partners to 
conduct the Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS) in low and middle income countries. VACS is 
a population-based, household survey to obtain national estimates of violence (i.e., sexual, 
physical, and emotional) against children with a special emphasis on sexual violence against girls. 

http://www.cdc.gov/violencePrevention/NVDRS/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/nisvs/
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/youthviolence/schoolviolence/SAVD.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/
http://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/childmaltreatment/phl/resource_center_infographic.html
http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/projects/natscev.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Research--Statistics/NEISS-Injury-Data/
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/vacs/index.html
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The survey is conducted under the leadership of the countries involved with a keen eye towards 
fostering strong political and public engagement to address the problem. 
 

DVP Program Updates 

 

 On Aug. 18-19, 2014, Rape Prevention and Education Program (RPE) grantees from 50 
states, D.C., and 4 territories convened at the RPE Leadership Meeting in Pittsburgh, to 
engage in information-sharing and visioning for the program. 
 

 On Sept. 5, 2014, DVP issued awards for its National Violent Death Reporting System 
(NVDRS). NVDRS will expand from 18 to 32 states, enabling greater collection of critical data 
on violent deaths.  
 

 On Sept. 5, 2014, DVP released its latest report from the National Intimate Partner and 
Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS) - Prevalence and Characteristics of Sexual Violence, Stalking, 
and Intimate Partner Violence Victimization — National Intimate Partner and Sexual 
Violence Survey, United States, 2011. 
 

 DVP, in partnership with the Department of Justice’s Office of Violence Against Women, 
began celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) in 
August 2014 through its “1 Photo. 6 Words. #VetoViolence” social media campaign. The 
project asked the nation to show its commitment to preventing violence against women by 
sharing 1 Photo, 6 Words with #VetoViolence on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Select 
entries will be featured on VetoViolence Facebook and CDC social media channels in 
September 2014, which marks the official 20th anniversary of the legislation. 
 

DVP Success Story 

 

Utah’s NVDRS Leads to Improved Services for Children of Domestic Violence-Related Homicides 
 
DVP’s National Violent Death Reporting System equips funded states, researchers, and CDC to 
better understand the circumstances surrounding violent deaths. NVDRS is the only state-based 
surveillance system that pools information from multiple data sources into a usable, anonymous 
database. These sources include hospitals, state and local medical examiners, coroners, law 
enforcement, crime labs, and vital statistics. NVDRS covers all types of violent deaths—including 
homicides, suicides, and child maltreatment fatalities—in all settings and for all age groups.  
 
NVDRS collects and shares data to support decision making at the federal, state, and local level. For 
example, through their collaboration on the Utah Violent Death Reporting System (UTVDRS), the 
Utah Department of Health’s Violence and Injury Prevention Program (VIPP) and Domestic Violence 
Fatality Review Committee (DVFRC) helped inform a policy change to close a gap in services for the 
children of domestic violence-related homicide victims. Following recommendations from a 
symposium that was held, VIPP and DVFRC worked with the state Department of Children and 
Family Services (DFCS) to increase immediate referrals to DFCS. The referrals enable the children 
and families of domestic violence-related homicides to receive an assessment and get connected to 
intervention and follow-up services, such as mental health services, to help cope with the homicide 
and other domestic violence-related issues. 
 

DVP Scientific Releases 

http://www.cdc.gov/violencePrevention/RPE/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violencePrevention/NVDRS/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violencePrevention/NVDRS/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.justice.gov/ovw
http://www.leahy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/VAWA_Reauth2013.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/VetoViolence
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/nvdrs/index.html
http://www.health.utah.gov/vipp/topics/nvdrs/
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Please note that whenever possible we have provided links to the full texts of the articles listed 

below. For more information on articles that do not include full texts, please email 

violenceprevention@cdc.gov.  

 
Cross-cutting 
 

 Prevention of injury and violence in the USA, The Lancet, July 2014. 
 
Child Maltreatment 
 

 The effect of Early Head Start on Child Welfare System Involvement: A first look at 
Longitudinal Child Maltreatment Outcomes, Children and Youth Services Review, July 2014 
 

 Exploring Policies for the Reduction of Child Physical Abuse and Neglect, Child Abuse & 
Neglect, Aug. 12, 2014  

 
Suicide 
 

 Precipitating Circumstances of Suicide among Active Duty US Army Personnel versus US 
Civilians, 2005-2010, Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior, Aug. 5, 2014 

 

 Increase in Suicides Associated With Home Eviction and Foreclosure During the US 
Housing Crisis: Findings From 16 National Violent Death Reporting System States, 2005–
2010,  American Journal of Public Health, Aug. 2014 

 

 Expert Recommendations for U.S. Research Priorities in Suicide Prevention, American 
Journal of Preventive Medicine Supplement, Sept. 2014 

 
Sexual Violence/Intimate Partner Violence 

 

 An Overview of Intimate Partner Violence among Latinos, In L.L. Ross (Ed.) The war against 
domestic violence (2nd edition), 2014 (No online access)   

 

 A Systematic Review of Primary Prevention Strategies for Sexual Violence Perpetration, 
Aggression and Violent Behavior, July 31, 2014  

 

 Effect of Religiosity and Dysfunctional Dating Attitudes on Youth Substance Use, Journal of 
Addiction, Aug. 6, 2014  

 
 Evaluation of the Green Dot Bystander Intervention to Reduce Interpersonal Violence 

Among College Students Across Three Campuses, Violence Against Women, August 2014 

 

 Prevalence and Characteristics of Sexual Violence, Stalking, and Intimate Partner Violence 

mailto:violenceprevention@cdc.gov
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(14)60074-X/fulltext
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/259266094_The_Effect_of_Early_Head_Start_on_Child_Welfare_System_Involvement_A_First_Look_at_Longitudinal_Child_Maltreatment_Outcomes
http://www.researchgate.net/publication/259266094_The_Effect_of_Early_Head_Start_on_Child_Welfare_System_Involvement_A_First_Look_at_Longitudinal_Child_Maltreatment_Outcomes
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213414002737
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/sltb.12111/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/sltb.12111/full
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2014.301945
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2014.301945
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2014.301945
http://www.ajpmonline.org/issue/S0749-3797(14)X0015-2
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359178914000536
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/jad/2014/143709/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25125493
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25125493
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
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Victimization — National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey, United States, 
2011, CDC MMWR, Sept. 5, 2014  

 
Youth Violence 

 

 A Systematic Review and Content Analysis of Bullying and Cyber-bullying Measurement 
Strategies, Aggression and Violent Behavior, June 27, 2014  

 

DVP Partnership Matters 

 

 DVP is leading ongoing conversations with the Department of Justice’s Office of Violence 
Against Women and the Department of Education to discuss our collaborative efforts 
around preventing sexual assault on college campuses. 

 

 On June 24, 2014, DVP and National Center for Injury Prevention and Control leadership met 
with the American Psychological Association, Prevent Child Abuse America, and Safe States 
Alliance, in Washington, D.C., to discuss current and future collaborations. 
 

 On Aug. 26, 2014, DVP hosted the quarterly meeting of the STRYVE Action Council, a group 
of national organizations that work collaboratively to prevent youth violence. 

 

 On Aug. 27, 2014, DVP hosted leaders from the  Department of Defense’s Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response Office to discuss current and future collaborations to address the 
issue of sexual violence and assault in the military. 

 

 On Aug. 28, 2014, DVP hosted leadership from the American Academy of Pediatrics to 
engage in information-sharing and identify opportunities for deeper collaboration. 
 

 On Sept. 2, 2014, DVP hosted a meeting of a subset of violence prevention partners to 
engage in information-sharing and identify opportunities for common goals and messaging. 
 

 On Sept. 4, 2014, DVP hosted leadership from the National Council for Behavioral Health in 
Atlanta to discuss current projects and opportunities for collaboration. 
 

 DVP has engaged in recent outreach to a variety of organizations that focus on improving 
work quality, safety and flexibility, and whose work directly aligns with DVP’s child 
maltreatment prevention efforts. Some of these partners include: 9 to 5, the Center for Law 
and Social Policy, and Family Values at Work.  

 

 DVP has engaged in discussions with the Children’s Safety Network, National Association of 
City and County Health Officials, and the American Academy of Pediatrics around 
dissemination of DVP’s Preventing Youth Violence: Opportunities for Action and its 
companion guide. These resources provide information and action steps to help all 
community members prevent youth violence, and include steps that community leaders and 
members, public health professionals, families, adults who work with youth, and young 
people can take today that can stop youth violence before it starts.  

 
                 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359178914000615
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359178914000615
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www.apa.org/
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/
http://www.safestates.org/
http://www.safestates.org/
http://www.sapr.mil/
http://www.sapr.mil/
http://www.aap.org/en-us/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.thenationalcouncil.org/
http://9to5.org/
http://www.clasp.org/
http://www.clasp.org/
http://familyvaluesatwork.org/
http://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/
http://www.naccho.org/
http://www.naccho.org/
http://www.aap.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/youthviolence/opportunities-for-action.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/youthviolence/opportunities-for-action.html
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DVP Resources and Tools 

This section features select tools and resources from DVP that communities can use to translate research into 

practice and evaluation.  

 

 Connecting the Dots: An Overview of the Links Among Multiple Forms of Violence shares 
research on the connections between different forms of violence and describes how these 
connections affect communities. 
 

 The Safe States Alliance and CDC will offer a Webinar series: Why Social Media for Injury and 
Violence Prevention (IVP), which will feature four one-hour sessions covering a different 
aspect of using social media as an IVP professional and allow time for Q&A with presenters. 
Topics and dates include: 
 
- Why Social Media for IVP: September 17, 1-2 p.m. ET 
- Getting Started with Social Media for IVP: October 15, 1-2 p.m. ET 
- Social Media Engagement and Content Development for IVP: November 19, 1-2 p.m. ET 
- Social Media Measurement, Analysis, and Next Steps for IVP: December 17, 1-2 p.m. ET 

 

 “We must continue to search for new methods to effectively address the tremendous 
problem of suicide.” CDC’s Scott Bowen and Brad Bartholow explain in a CDC Blog that 
despite recent interest, genomics does not provide the solution today, but we can do a lot 
now to prevent suicide using a public health approach.  
 

Leadership News 

 Last week, Debra Houry, MD, MPH, was announced as the new Director of the National 

Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC). Dr. Houry comes to CDC from the Emory 

University School of Medicine (EUSOM) where she served as the Director of the Emory 

Center for Injury Control at EUSOM/Rollins School of Public Health.  Her research has 

focused on injury and violence prevention in addition to the interface between emergency 

medicine and public health, and the utility of preventative health interventions and 

screening for high-risk health behaviors. Dr. Houry will join NCIPC on October 6. 

Contact Us 

For more information about DVP or to speak with one of our staff, please email 

violenceprevention@cdc.gov.  

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention · 1600 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30333 · 800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636)  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/connecting_the_dots-a.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=22717400&msgid=203052&act=8NUG&c=1242652&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fsafestates.site-ym.com%2Fevents%2Fevent_details.asp%3Fid%3D485221%23
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=22717400&msgid=203052&act=8NUG&c=1242652&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fsafestates.site-ym.com%2Fevents%2Fevent_details.asp%3Fid%3D485221%23
http://blogs.cdc.gov/genomics/2014/09/10/suicide/
mailto:violenceprevention@cdc.gov

