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2013 Report 
 

Commemoration of the Day of the African Child (Kenya) 
 

Areas of focus 

Child marriage/FGM/ commercial sexual exploitation of children 
 

 
Team from the BBC in London documenting the Why factor program at the Coexist Initiative offices in 

Nairobi. Mike Williams the program producer and Sarah Stevens were shocked by child marriage stories 

that we captured during the interview- visit www.coexistkenya.com and listen to interview two 

 

Journalists from various media houses who underwent a GBV reporting training organized by the 

Coexist Initiative



THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

he 2013 day of the African child would not have been successfully hosted without the 

considered support of numerous people of goodwill across the world. Many of you 

preferred to remain anonymous, yet I know that you have steadfastly supported our 

efforts to eradicate all forms of violence against women and children for a long time. Our 

gratitude particularly goes to Stano Rivario, who found the undertaking worthwhile.  
 

The undertaking would not have been successful without the unwavering support of 

our diverse media contacts.  The dedicated staff of The Coexist Initiative particularly, Beatrice 

Achulu, Veronicah Maingi, Dominique Kogo, leornard Sigai, Joel Busie, Joseph Wabule and 

Misero Chirichiri made the day what it was.  

 

Violence against women and girls in Kenya as it is in other parts of the world is an aftermath of 

profound social systems that advance and proliferate it. Attitudes that generate traditions of 

terror and encourage the use of violence as enshrined in patriarchy, negative masculinity and 

the entire negative socialization process remain ever present. Brutal expressions of masculinity 

by men and boys remain widespread with a 2011 Coexist report revealing that violence against 

women affects one in three women in Kenya. The Coexist Initiative is therefore premised on the 

fact that Gender based violence ( in all its forms) a manifestation of unequal relations between 

women, girls and men with roots in deeply entrenched social, economic and political informal 

conventions based on perceived men and boys “privilege” at the expense of girls and women’s 

vulnerability. Our work at Coexist is anchored on the fact that men and boys remain the main 

perpetrators of violence against women; therefore the fundamental role of men and boys in 

fostering gender parity cannot be over emphasized yet largely ignored. 

 

Thank you all  

 

Yours truly,  
 

Wanjala Wafula 
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Summary 
Merely being born a girl in Kenya can leave a child with colossal difficulty in life. Scores of them 

face a greater risk of malnutrition, hunger and disease and their situations are much worse if 

they come from the conflict zones in the country. They have fewer opportunities for an 

education and career while countless of them are forced into early marriage and pregnancy. 

Experts worry that the upsurge in commercial sexual exploitation of children and other worst 

forms of child labor are a new bottleneck.  A recent UNICEF report reveals that one out of four 

girls marries before age 15 in Kenya and that the trend remains the same irrespective of 

massive improvements in other demographic factors.  

 

Evidence increasingly shows that a vast majority of girls continue to suffer from harmful cultural 

practices including female genital mutilation and child marriage which are offshoots of archaic 

traditional practices sustained through patriarchy and negative masculinity. Girls continue to 

experience higher rates of violence, poverty and discrimination. In Kenya, girls have higher 

rates of depression, sexual harassment and dating violence. We have over the years realized 

that support for girls and women and their basic human rights is key for healthy communities 

 

What is worrying is that the inclusion of men and boys as key partners in the eradication of 

traditions and practices that demean and destroy the Kenyan girl child remains dismal. Even as 

we mark the day, the message is simple, that girls’ rights are human rights; the sooner in life 

girls know their rights, the greater the chance they will be able to exercise them. We reiterate 

that men and boys have to be directly involved in gender programming for purposes of fast 

tracking the realization of the gender parity objective. 
 

To mark this year’s Day of the African Child in Kenya, our focus was on stopping the unrelenting 

practices of child marriage, FGM and commercial sexual exploitation of girls by targeting, 

empowering and raising the capacities of men and boys in the county. As an organization which 

is a network of grassroots men and boy’s organizations working to eliminate all forms of 

violence against women and girls, we have over the years realized that the deliberate isolation 

of men and boys in gender programming in a major gap and cause of women and girls 

vulnerability. 
 

The Day made a difference in the lives of girls and young women as citizens and as powerful 

voices of change in their families, their communities and their nations. The Coexist Initiative 

and other organizations ceased the opportunity to build the capacities and raise public 

awareness principally among men and boys. On this day, many empowered and transformed 

community and political leaders, religious and traditional leaders, youth representatives and 

other invited guests spoke publicly about the importance of girls’ right to equal education and 

their fundamental freedoms.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities 
• Five radio shows  

• Three TV appearances  

• An open community forum involving community leaders, religious leaders, youth 

representatives, women and girls as well as the general public. 
 

Lessons learned 

• The vulnerability of children in Kenya has been marginalized as a cultural issue yet it 

remains one of the worst violations of human rights for girls. Children has been driven 

underground as a result of the deliberate alienation of men and boys in children programming 

• Men, boys and communities in general play a key role in the eradication of 

vulnerabilities against children and more efforts need to be dedicated at working with the 

clusters 

• It’s possible to prompt attitude and perception change through culturally sensitive, 

human rights-based approach that promotes collective abandonment vulnerabilities against 

children. 

• Antagonisms against children are still a pervasive problem that calls in more concerted 

efforts among stakeholders. 

Challenges 

• Rigid traditions and customs: It remains a challenge to objectively engage conservative 

members of communities.  

• Limited institutionalized programs for perpetrators of violence against children or their 

sympathizers 
 

• Collaboration and harmonization between various stakeholders is not common practice in 

country.   
 

Recommendations 
 

� To achieve any substantial knowledge increase and understanding around children 

vulnerability, men and boys have to be targeted, mobilized and empowered. There is need to 

develop more long-term interventions targeting men and boys in the Country. 
 

� The drivers of children’s vulnerability including patriarchy, power dimensions dominated by 

masculinity, negative traditional beliefs and practices have to be flagged and prioritized.  

� Engage formal and informal media channels in the fight against children’s vulnerability at the 

grassroots. The media is the second most believed item in terms of attitude and behavior 

change in the region 


