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Homelessness and Violence Against Women:

Inside and Outside of New York City

New York City:
Homelessness and Violence Against Women

Poverty disproportionately affects women.
m Over 95% of homeless parents are women.!

m The typical homeless parent is a poor, unemployed, single
woman in her twenties with two children.?

Intimate partner violence is one of the primary reasons

for homelessness.

= Almost 50% of all homeless female heads of household
have experienced intimate partner violence (IPV).?

m In 2005, the City of New York spent an estimated $227.9
million on domestic violence. However long-term
prevention, such as educational training and permanent
housing, received the smallest share of the city’s spending
at $3.8 million (1.67%).4

= One-quarter of homeless parents believe intimate partner
violence is the cause of their homelessness.®

= Homeless parents with a foster care history are more likely
to become homeless as adults because of intimate partner
violence when compared with homeless parents without
a foster care history (23% vs. 15%).5

= Currently, there are 2,084 domestic violence emergency
shelter beds citywide. Police responded to 229,354
domestic violence incidents in 2007.7

Homeless women are more likely to experience lifetime
exposure to violence.

m Homeless women with childhood abuse histories report
higher rates of violence exposure as adults.?

m Seventy percent of homeless women report a history of
childhood emotional, physical, and sexual abuse and 63%
report experiencing violence as adults.’

Across the Nation:
Homelessness and Intimate Partner Violence

Intimate partners committed 20% of all violent crime
against women in 2001."°

Women ages 20 to 24 are more likely to be victimized
by an intimate when compared with other age groups.'

Women living in households with annual incomes below
the poverty line experienced the highest rates of IPV."?

Women separated from their spouses reported higher rates
of IPV than women of other marital status.'

Women renting housing were victimized at three times the
rate of women who owned their own homes.™

The impact of intimate partner violence is far-reaching and
tends to create roadblocks for low-income families seeking
safe, affordable housing.

Women experiencing IPV tend to have poor rental, credit,
and employment histories because of their partners’
abusive behaviors. Such constraints affect their ability to
secure affordable permanent housing."

Landlords adopting “zero tolerance for crime” policies
may evict IPV victims on the basis that domestic violence
is a crime. Such policies penalize tenants who are the
recipients, not the perpetrators, of abuse.'®

A tenant’s risk of homelessness increases when IPV leads
to loud noise, property damage, and police visits to
the home."”

Survivors of IPV often place themselves at risk for
revictimization by returning to abusive partners when
viable options for permanent housing do not exist.'®

When families are without safe housing, they are at an
elevated risk of exposure to violence in the streets, which
includes witnessing violence and experiencing physical
and sexual assault.”
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The Institute for Children and Poverty (ICP) is an independent non-profit
research organization based in New York City. ICP studies the impact of
poverty on family and child well-being and generates research that will
enhance public policies and programs affecting poor or homeless child-
ren and their families. Specifically, ICP examines the condition of extreme
poverty in the United States and its effect on educational attainment, hous-
ing, employment, child welfare, domestic violence, and family wellness.
Please visit our Web site for more information. www.icpny.org
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