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JWI Applauds Introduction of the Zero Tolerance for 
Domestic Abusers Act 

Critical legislation will close loopholes in gun laws 
 

 
Washington, D.C. – Today, Representatives Debbie Dingell (D-MI-12) and Robert Dold (R-
IL-10) introduced critical legislation in the House that would close a dangerous loophole in 
current gun laws. As of now, convicted stalkers and dating partners with domestic violence 
misdemeanors or protection orders against them can legally purchase and possess guns. 
We know that a woman’s risk of being killed by a gun is increased 8-fold when the offender 
is an intimate partner, and is 20 times higher when previous domestic violence has 
occurred.[1] Lori Weinstein, CEO of JWI issues the following statement: 
 
“It is not enough to prohibit current or former spouses who have committed domestic violence 
to purchase or possess guns. It is not enough to expand this to current or former partners who 
have lived together. When one considers that nearly half of all intimate partner homicides 
were committed by a dating partner,[2] and further considers that on average, women in the 
U.S. are 27 years or older when they first marry, we are leaving too many women open to risk. 
This legislation is a strong step towards a safer future for all women.” 
 
This legislation would also prohibit convicted stalkers from owning and possessing guns. 
Stalking and intimate partner violence are inextricably connected: 66% of female stalking 
victims were stalked by an intimate partner, and 76% of women murdered by an intimate 
partner were also stalked by their abuser.[3]  
 
Our gun laws should reflect the reality of women’s lives and relationships. Intimate partner 
violence doesn’t limit itself to marriage, cohabitation, or any other relationship status – and 
neither should the law. It’s simple - convicted abusers and stalkers must be barred from 
purchasing and possessing guns. JWI joins with Americans for Responsible Solutions in 
commending the sponsors of the Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 
2015, and urges Congress to pass this commonsense legislation. The Dingell-Dold bill is a 
House companion to the Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 2015, 
which was introduced last month by Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN). 
 

#             #             # 
 

Jewish Women International is the leading Jewish organization working to end violence against women and girls domestically and internationally. JWI 
is a principal leader of the Coalition to End Violence Against Women and Girls Globally and a Steering Committee member of the National Task Force 
to End Sexual and Domestic Violence Against Women. JWI’s advocacy efforts focus on the passage of legislation that supports women and girls, ensures 
their economic security and their ability to live life free of violence. For more information, please visit www.jwi.org or call us at 800-323-2823.  

 

                                                           
[1] Fact Sheet: Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Center for Gun Policy and Research 
[2] Bureau of Justice Statistics 
[3] National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
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