
The State of 
Domestic Violence 
in the Jewish Community 
2011 Survey Results 
In late fall 2011, Jewish Women International conducted its third annual survey of 
195  Jewish domestic violence organizations and programs, with a 31% response rate. 
Our goals were multifold: To understand the economic impacts on domestic violence 
programming in 2010, to identify both unmet community needs and those that are 
being addressed, and to glean recommendations about the reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), legislation that Congress is currently considering. In 
the process of our analysis, certain results left an impact:

•  90% of respondents believe their community faces a gap in services, citing a lack of legal 
services and affordable housing as the two largest areas of unmet need; 

•  Respondents recognize the growing nature of elder abuse, with 76% of respondents 
stating that it is a growing problem in their communities. Despite this, few Jewish           
domestic violence organizations offer programs specifically aimed at preventing and 
responding to cases of elder abuse; 

•  Serving youth is a priority for the Jewish community. Nearly 70% of respondents pro-
vide healthy relationship programming for teens and respondents identify bullying 
or harassment in school, family or domestic violence and teen dating violence as 
the three most serious problems facing young people related to violence; 

•  A majority of respondents (80%) partner with faith-based organizations, faith 
communities, and faith leaders to address domestic violence;

•  Almost half of respondents (47%) report that their funding/incoming 
revenue has decreased; 

•  Only 4.4% of respondents received federal grants in the past 
year from federal agencies due to lack of familiarity with 
the Office on Violence Against Women grant process, 
lack of knowledge of eligibility as a faith-based 
organization and lack of capacity.
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GREATEST AREAS OF UNMET NEED
90% of respondents believe their communities face gaps in services. Similar to the 2010 survey, respondents cite 
affordable housing and legal services as the largest areas of unmet need in their communities.

1. Housing services (shelter, transitional, & long-term)
2. Affordable legal services

3. Financial assistance for victims
4. Emergency and long-term counseling

CLIENTS SERVED DURING THE PAST YEAR
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 Victims of domestic violence                                                                                                                          96.2%

 Victims of dating violence                                                    40.4%

  Victims of stalking                                                  38.5%

 Victims of sexual assault                                               36.5%

 Victims of elder abuse                                        30.8%

 Immigrant Victims                                 25.0%

 LGBTQ Victims                          19.2%

 Disabled victims           17.3% 

 Victims of trafficking              9.6%
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PROGRAMS & SERVICES OFFERED BY JEWISH DV ORGANIZATIONS 

Jewish DV organizations nationwide are working collaboratively in their communities by:
• Partnering with faith-based organizations, communities, and leaders to address domestic violence
• Conducting trainings for local leaders including synagogue lay and professional leadership, clergy, social workers, 

teachers, school administrators, health care providers, therapists, judges, lawyers and local police 
• Leading community programming focused on teen dating violence/healthy relationship training, general 

prevention education, and domestic violence awareness
• Participating in advocacy work
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 Individual counseling/therapy                                        83.3%

 Group counseling/therapy                              41.7%

 Group support programs                                   45.0%

 Family counseling                                                       40.0%

 Family support groups        6.7%

 Crisis hotline                     35.0%

 Representation by on-staff attorney          8.3%

 Legal referrals                                                                              56.7%

 Medical services  0.0%

 Medical referrals                              41.7%

 Immediate shelter                               23.3%

 Transitional housing                 13.3%

 Programs for survivors who were past clients                                             33.3%

 Intervention and counseling services for teens                                                  36.7%

 Batterer’s intervention   3.3%

 Services for children that witness violence                                           31.7%

 Services for victims of elder abuse                                              33.3%
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THE ROLE OF FAITH
Faith plays an important role for the majority of respondents’ clients: More than 25% of service 
providers reported that faith plays an important role to 75% to 100% of their client base.

Working with the faith community: 
80% of respondents partner with faith-based organizations, faith communities, and faith leaders to address domestic 
violence. Respondents carry out a wide variety of violence prevention activities within their communities including: 
• Trainings for clergy, synagogue leaders, and religious school teachers
• Providing consultations and referrals to clergy who are in contact with victims 
• Serving on Jewish and interfaith anti-violence coalitions
• Leading prevention programming that engage men as role models and promote healthy relationships for teens
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ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
Respondents identify 1) bullying or harassment in school, 2) family or domestic violence, and 3) teen dating violence as 
the three most serious problems facing young people related to violence. 

A majority of respondents have programs focused on prevention, education, and awareness.

Nearly 70% of respondents provide healthy relationship 
programming for teens, with the smallest programs reaching 
10 teens in the past year and the largest reaching 3,000. 
Organizations focus efforts on middle school, high school, and 
college students through healthy relationship programming at 
school, after school and in synagogues.

ELDER ABUSE
76% of respondents believe that elder abuse, whether committed by a family member, spouse, intimate 
partner, or caretaker is a growing problem in their communities. Despite a rapidly aging Jewish population, few 
Jewish domestic violence organizations offer programs specifically aimed at preventing and responding to cases of 
elder abuse. Respondents who offer elder abuse programs, however, provide a range of services, including case 
management, family consultation and support groups and financial assistance for survivors. 
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DOLLARS AND CENTS
Decreased funding: Jewish domestic violence programs throughout the country face a continued pattern of 
decreased funding. Similar to last year’s survey, 47% of respondents report that their funding/incoming revenue has 
decreased since 2010. With fewer financial resources, organizations were forced to reduce their staffs, reduce financial 
assistance to clients and reduce services to clients. Anecdotally, evidence suggests a majority of programs facing 
budget cuts chose to cut staff salaries and benefits rather than turn away clients.

Federal funding:
In the last year, only 37% of respondents applied for federal funding, including VAWA grants. Those that did not 
apply attributed their decision to lack of familiarity with the Office on Violence Against Women grant process, lack of 
knowledge of eligibility as a faith-based organization and lack of capacity. 

Federal grant recipients:
Only 4.4% of respondents 
received federal grants in the 
past year from agencies including 
the including the Office for 
Victims on Crime, the Office on 
Violence Against Women and 
the Office on Women’s Health. 
Funding was used to support a 
wide array of activities including 
culturally specific services, legal 
services, relationship education, 
caregiver education and support 
and shelter for victims. 
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 Reduced hours of operation      4.0%

Reduction of staff and volunteering training           8.0%

 Furloughs, reduction of staff hours               20.0%

 Hiring freeze                     24.0%

 Reduction in services to clients                          28.0%

 Discontinuation of existing programs             28.0%

 Reduction of financial assistance for clients                        44.0%

 Reduction in staff                           48.0%

 New programming placed on hold                     48.0%

 Salary freeze                       52.0%

 Reduction in travel to conferences                                   64.0%
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SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESULTS
The State of Domestic Violence in the Jewish Community

Jewish domestic violence organizations are employing sophisticated approaches to respond to and prevent violence 
within their communities. A majority of organizations are: 1) providing direct services to victims, 2) collaborating with 
the faith community on anti-violence efforts, 3) conducting trainings for clergy, religious school administrators and social 
workers, 4) leading community programming focused on violence prevention and education and 5) participating in 
advocacy efforts. Jewish organizations continue to prioritize the needs of young people and lead efforts to address teen 
dating violence through healthy relationship programming. 

Although few Jewish organizations are being awarded VAWA funding, they have significant expertise on the ground 
and are leveraging existing funding to continue to meet the needs of their clients and partner with faith-based and 
secular organizations. With funding from the federal government, they would be better able to meet the most pressing 
community needs: affordable legal assistance, safe housing, financial assistance for victims and prevention programming. 
Jewish organizations are already providing a wide array of services to their clients and partnering with faith organizations 
on culturally sensitive prevention programming and trainings. With VAWA funding, Jewish organizations could expand 
their reach to meet the needs of more clients, further participate in effective coordinated, community-based responses 
and collaborations and provide more prevention-focused programming for young people.

Recommendations  

Better engage faith-based organizations, already doing the work on the ground, in federal anti-violence 
efforts through collaborations with state and local agencies. Provide guidance to develop partnerships 
that include faith-based organizations. 

Ensure that all new grants targeting youth prevention and community awareness are accessible to faith-
based organizations and that faith-based organizations are encouraged and supported throughout the 
grant application process.

Expand opportunities to train faith-based organizations and faith leaders to recognize the signs of elder 
abuse and partner with faith-based and secular providers to refer victims to appropriate services. In-
crease funding for specialized services for victims of elder abuse. 

Maintain the President’s budget increases from FY ‘12 and maintain at least FY ‘10 funding levels for the 
remaining VAWA programs administered by DOJ. Prioritize the greatest areas of unmet need: affordable 
legal services, emergency, transitional and long-term housing, financial assistance for victims and preven-
tion education.
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