
RELOCATION CHECKLIST1

Intake questions for victim advocates2

Survivor’s goals and fears

What is the survivor’s primary goal?

What is the survivor’s biggest concern?

What specific questions does the survivor have regarding her potential relocation 
with her child?

Existing court orders

Are there any previous court orders regarding the child (including as part of a 
protection order, paternity, child protection, child support or custody case)?

If so, when were they entered?

From which state or tribal court?

What do the existing orders say about custody and visitation?

Has the survivor or the perpetrator ever violated a court order?

Is the survivor aware of any other court proceeding involving the child?

Jurisdictional issues

Where has the child been living since birth (including dates and the parent with 
whom the child has been living)?

Where have each of the parents been living since the child’s birth (including 
dates)?

What connections does the family have with each of the locations, including 
where is there evidence of the child’s care, protection, training, and personal 
relationships (e.g., with caregivers, medical professionals, teachers, relatives, 
etc.)?

1 The Legal Resource Center is supported by Grant No. 2004-WT-AX-K079 awarded by the 
Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice.  The opinions, findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this document are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.
2 These questions are designed to help a victim advocate gather information relevant to a 
survivor’s decision to relocate.  With this factual information, an attorney may assess the 
interstate issues and provide the survivor with her legal options.
 



If the survivor has left the state in which the perpetrator lives, has she checked 
regularly with the domestic relations court in the county she left to determine if 
the perpetrator has filed for custody?

If the survivor has relocated, what type of contact does the perpetrator have with 
the new state (e.g., business dealings, family, previously lived there, stalked the 
survivor there, made threats by phone or e-mail)?

Has any court ever been asked to consider if it had jurisdiction over the child or a 
party?

     If so, which court and what was the outcome?

History of abuse

What was the most recent physical threat or violent act against the survivor?

What was the most recent physical threat or violent act against the child?

What is the history of abuse against the survivor and the child?

What type of visitation, if any, does the survivor think is appropriate for the child 
to have with the perpetrator?

What evidence is available to document the abuse (e.g., previous protection 
orders, convictions, police reports, medical records, or witnesses)?

Relocation

Does the survivor want to move to a different location?

     Where?

Why?

Does the perpetrator know where the survivor is living?

     If not, does the survivor want to keep her location confidential (if possible)?

Does the perpetrator have special expertise or access to equipment that 
would make it possible to locate or stalk the survivor in a new state? (E.g., is 
he a law enforcement officer?)

How might relocation affect the children?



Does the survivor have the ability to travel between the two locations?

Would the perpetrator have any difficulty traveling between the two locations? 

Additional concerns

Does the survivor have immigration concerns?

Does the survivor have financial concerns?

     Would she have better employment opportunities in the new location?

     Is there a difference in the availability of child care in the two locations?

Will the survivor have somewhere to live in the new jurisdiction (e.g., are there 
family members with whom she could stay, or is there a shelter or transitional 
housing program there?)

Would the survivor qualify for free legal assistance?

For training or information on interstate issues involving custody and domestic 
violence, please contact the Legal Resource Center on Violence Against 
Women at 301-270-1550, www.lrcvaw.org.

http://www.lrcvaw.org/

