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Gayle Trotter 

 BIO:  Gayle Trotter is the co-founder of Shafer & Trotter PLC, a small law firm in Washington, 

D.C., and a senior fellow at the Independent Women’s Forum.
1
  She writes opinion pieces for 

conservative blogs and newspapers and regularly contributes to a religious blog.
2
  She received her 

undergraduate and law degrees from UVA.
3
 

 BOTTOM LINE:  Trotter maintains that law-abiding citizens—and in particular women—need 

guns to stay safe, and restricting criminals’ access to guns will not prevent violence.  Her maxims 

include: “guns make women safer,” and guns are “the great equalizer.”  She has recently argued 

that: gun laws do not keep guns out of criminal hands; women depend on high-capacity magazines 

to protect themselves against groups of attackers; and only armed guards offer effective protection 

against criminals. 

 TROTTER: Guns make women safer against attackers whose superior size and strength 

would otherwise put them at a disadvantage.
4
 

 Trotter says that between 2001 and 2010, only 6 to 9 percent of all violent victimizations were 

committed with firearms.  If a woman is armed with a gun, she may have the advantage over a 

violent attacker.
5
In the wake of the shooting death of Kassandra Perkins by her NFL player 

boyfriend Jovan Belcher, Trotter argued that if Perkins possessed a gun, she might not have 

been killed.
6
 

 “Guns are the great equalizer for women facing threats of murder, rape, physical attack or 

robbery.”
7
   

 “By safeguarding our Second Amendment rights, we preserve meaningful protection for 

women.  Every woman deserves a fighting chance.”
8
 

 RESPONSES: 

 The gravest danger facing women today is an abusive partner with a gun.   

 Women in the United States are eleven times more likely to be murdered than women in 

other high-income countries.
9
 

 More than half (54 percent) of women murdered with guns in the U.S. in 2010 were 

killed by intimate partners or family members.
10
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 The presence of a gun in domestic violence situations increases the risk of homicide for 

women by 500 percent.
11

  

 Laws that keep guns out of the hands of domestic abusers save women’s lives.   

 In states that require a background check for every handgun sale, 38 percent fewer 

women are shot to death by intimate partners.  The non-firearm homicide rates of 

women killed by intimate partners are nearly identical in all states.
12

 

 In October 2012, Zina Haughton obtained a restraining order against her husband, citing 

a history of domestic abuse, which prohibited him from buying a gun. But two days 

later he bought a Glock .40 caliber semiautomatic handgun from a private seller he met 

on Armslist.com and who was not required to conduct a background check.  Three days 

later, Haughton used the gun to murder his wife and two other women and wound four 

others at the spa where she worked.   If the private seller had been required to conduct a 

background check, Zina’s death might well have been prevented.  

 TROTTER: Women need high-capacity magazines to defend themselves against multiple 

attackers.
 13

 

 RESPONSES:   

 In most cases of self-defense with a gun, no shots are fired at all.
14

   

 The number of rapes involving multiple offenders is extremely small.  Only 1 in 15 

rapes involves more than a single offender unknown to the victim.
15

 

 By Trotter’s own logic, merely having a gun ought to be more than enough deterrent 

for warding off multiple attackers.  As Trotter herself has noted, in the majority of 

violent crime, the attacker is unarmed.
16

 

 TROTTER: Concealed carry laws protect women. Trotter argues that women in states with 

concealed-carry laws are less likely to be raped, maimed, or murdered than in states with stricter 

gun ownership laws.
17

  She has recently written that states with nondiscretionary concealed-carry 

laws have 25 percent fewer rapes than states that restrict or forbid women from concealed-carry.
18
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 RESPONSES: 

 No one is debating the merits of concealed carry, which will soon be legal in all 50 

states.
19

   

 Guns in the hands of domestic violence offenders are a grave threat to women.  More 

than half (54 percent) of women murdered with guns in the U.S. in 2010 were killed by 

intimate partners or family members.
20

  The presence of a gun in domestic violence 

situations increases the risk of homicide for women by 500 percent.
21

  

 Women are much more likely to be assaulted and raped by friends or intimate 

partners than by strangers -- and in the home rather than in a public place where 

concealed carry laws would even be relevant. 

 In 2010, 64 percent of violent crime against women was committed by non-strangers.
22

   

 In 2009, 79 percent of female rape victims were raped by an intimate partner, friend, or 

relative — nearly four times more than were raped by strangers.
23

 

 Nearly 6 out of 10 rapes and sexual assaults occurred in the victim’s home or in the 

home of a friend, relative, or neighbor.
24

 

 TROTTER:  The presence of guns has nothing to do with violence against women.  She has 

written that incidents like the murder of Kassandra Perkins by NFL player boyfriend Jovan Belcher 

cannot be blamed on the presence of a gun because the real roots of violence are drug and alcohol 

abuse, domestic abuse, sexual competition and unhealthy marriage relationships.  OJ Simpson and 

George Huguely did not need guns to kill their partners.
25

 

 RESPONSE:  Women in the U.S. are killed at alarming rates by intimate partners, and 

firearms play a key role in turning domestic abuse into murder. 

 Women in the United States are eleven times more likely to be murdered than women in 

other high-income countries.
26

 

 More than half (54 percent) of women murdered with guns in the U.S. in 2010 were killed 

by intimate partners or family members.
27

   

 The presence of a gun in domestic violence situations increases the risk of homicide for 

women by 500 percent.
28

  

 Strong gun laws keep guns out of the hands of domestic abusers—and save women’s 

lives.  In states that require a background check for every handgun sale, 38 percent fewer 
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women are shot to death by intimate partners than in states that do not.  The non-firearm 

homicide rates of women killed by intimate partners are nearly identical in these groups of 

states.
29

 

 TROTTER:  Concealed carry laws reduce violence crime.
30

  Trotter has asserted that 10 states 

that adopted concealed-carry laws over a 15-year span had less than half the shooting deaths and 

injuries of states that did not adopt such laws.
 31

 

 RESPONSE: The consensus of the scientific community is that concealed-carry laws do 

not have a measurable effect on most types of violent crime. 

 Even today, concealed-carry permit-holders are estimated to represent less than 10 percent 

of the population and are predominately in areas that have always had lower crime rates: 

suburban and rural areas.  

 The drop in the crime rates over the last twenty years has occurred across the country, in 

cities and states with a variety of laws. 

 Far from increasing safety, laws that encourage the use of guns to defuse violent 

encounters—such as Stand Your Ground laws—increase homicide rates. 

 Stand Your Ground laws are associated with a statistically significant increase of 7 to 9 

percent in total homicides, representing 500 to 700 homicides nationwide each year.
 32

 

 TROTTER:  People intent on murder will find a way to commit it regardless of whether they 

have access to a gun.
33

  Trotter has argued that in China, the mentally ill have used knives to kill 

at many as 8 people in a single incident and nearly 20 people over a series of attacks in 2010.
34

 

 RESPONSE:  Guns are a far more lethal implement than any other murder weapon, and 

their presence escalates violent encounters into deadly ones. 

 The likelihood of victim death in a firearm robbery is three times higher than in a knife 

robbery and more than twenty times higher than in an unarmed robbery.
35

 

 In 2010, two of every three U.S. homicides (68 percent) were committed with guns.
36

 

 America has a firearm homicide rate nearly 20 times the average rate of other high-income 

countries. Its overall homicide rate is also 6.9 times higher.
37

 

 On December 14, 2012, the same day Adam Lanza walked into the Sandy Hook 

Elementary School and used an assault weapon to shoot 28 children and adults, killing all 

but two of them, Min Jingjun walked into the Chenpang Primary School in the province of 
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Hunan, China, and stabbed 22 children and a woman.
38

  No one in the Chinese school was 

killed.  

 TROTTER:  Laws that restrict firearm ownership make people more vulnerable during 

mass killings.
39

  Trotter argues that only the sane and law-abiding will be affected by laws 

restricting access to guns, making them more vulnerable against armed criminals.
40

 

 RESPONSE:  The best way to reduce gun violence is to keep guns out of the hands of 

dangerous people.  Arming more citizens will not protect them during mass shooters—an 

armed bystander at the January 2011 mass shooting in Tucson nearly shot another innocent 

bystander.
41

 

 TROTTER:  Armed security officers are the only effective protection against crime. Trotter 

points out that elected officials, celebrities, and others who seek safety employ armed guards: 

snipers on the White House roof, Senator Feinstein’s gun permit, armed guards employed by 

actors, etc.
42

 

 RESPONSE:  Armed security alone will not address the gun violence epidemic that murders 

33 Americans every day.  The way to prevent gun violence is to strengthen the laws that keep 

guns out of the hands of dangerous people in the first place and punish those who sell guns to 

them. 

 TROTTER: Gun-free zones only prohibit gun carrying by the sane and law-abiding, who 

then become easy targets for “murderous wackos” who know they can inflict more harm in 

these unprotected environments.
43

  

 RESPONSE:  This is false.  Mass shootings occur everywhere, and the presence of lawful gun 

carrying has not stopped the carnage.  Mayors Against Illegal Guns conducted a comprehensive 

analysis of the 43 mass shootings that occurred in 25 states between January 2009 and January 

2013.  No more than 14 of the 43 incidents (33 percent) occurred in public places where 

concealed guns could not be lawfully carried, so-called “gun-free zones.”    

 TROTTER: Unlike the invented privacy right, the right to keep and bear arms is clear and 

specifically enumerated in the Constitution, and it is dangerous that liberals think 

otherwise.
44

 

 RESPONSE:  No one is disputing the existence of the Second Amendment.  Support for the 

Second Amendment goes hand in hand with keeping guns out of the hands of criminals 

and other dangerous people.   
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