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FACT CHECK OF STATEMENTS MADE IN TESTIMONY OF GAIL TROTTER 

January 30, 2013  

 Would any of the legislation being discussed today prevent a woman, who is not 

otherwise prohibited from possessing firearms, from having a gun for self-defense?   

 Fact:  Requiring background checks on private sales would prevent domestic violence 

offenders and other prohibited possessors from circumventing the law by purchasing 

firearms, but it would not prohibit law-abiding women, who are not otherwise prohibited, 

from owning guns and defending themselves. 

 Fact:  The right to handgun for self-defense in the home is a constitutional right under 

Heller.  No one is proposing anything that would infringe that right. 

 Fact:  No one is debating the merits of concealed carry, which will soon be legal in all 50 

states.
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 Do guns make women safer? 

 Fact:  In 2007, there were 270 million firearms in civilian hands in the U.S., or nearly 

one per person.  Yet in the United States, women are 11 times more likely to be murdered 

than women in other high income countries.
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 Fact:  The presence of a gun in a domestic violence situation increases the risk of 

homicide for women by 500 percent. 
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 Fact: 54% of women murdered by guns are murdered by family members or intimate 

partners. 
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 Fact:  Ms. Trotter attached to her written testimony an appendix of 21 self-defense 

incidents which occurred over the course of 2 years and 4 months.  Over that same 

period, 1,900 women were murdered with guns by current or former intimate partners.
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 Do women need high-capacity magazines to defend themselves? 

 Fact:  In most cases of self-defense, no shots are fired at all.
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3 J.C. Campbell, D.W .Webster, J. Koziol-McLain, et al., “Risk factors for femicide within physically abusive intimate 

relationships: results from a multi-site case control study,” 93 American Journal of Public Health, 2003, at 1089-1097. 
4 Federal Bureau of Investigation, “Supplementary Homicide Report,” 2010.  
5 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-based Injury Statistics 

Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) (2013 Jan 29), available at  www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisqars. 
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Survey,” Violence and Victims 15(3), at 257-72.  
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 Fact:  Of the 21 incidents listed in Ms. Trotter’s Appendix A in which women used guns 

to defend themselves, not a single one indicates that the woman fired more than a few 

shots.  As Ms. Trotter herself has noted, in the majority of violent crime, the attacker is 

unarmed.
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 Fact:  Only 1 in 15 rapes involves more than a single offender unknown to the victim.
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 Have “nearly all mass shootings” occurred in “gun-free” zones? 

 Fact:  Mass shootings occur everywhere.  Mayors Against Illegal Guns conducted a 

comprehensive analysis of mass shootings that occurred between 2009 and 2013 and 

found that 44% occur in individuals’ homes, and no more than 33% were in public places 

that were so-called “gun-free” zones.
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 Fact:  In at least 40% of the mass shootings, the shooter killed a current or former 

intimate partner among his victims.
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 Fact:  Assault weapons or high-capacity magazines were used in 28% of the mass 

shootings.  These incidents resulted in 54% more deaths and 123% more people shot than 

mass shootings without assault weapons or high-capacity magazines.
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 Do background checks make women safer? 

 Fact:  In states that require a background check for every handgun sale, 38% fewer 

women are shot to death by intimate partners.  The non-firearm homicide rates of women 

killed by intimate partners are nearly identical in all states.
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 Fact:  In October 2012, Zina Haughton obtained a restraining order against her husband, 

citing a history of domestic abuse, which prohibited him from buying a gun. But two 

days later he bought a Glock .40 caliber semiautomatic handgun from a private seller he 

met on Armslist.com and who was not required to conduct a background check.  Three 

days later, Haughton used the gun to murder his wife and two other women and wound 

four others at the spa where she worked.   If the private seller had been required to 

conduct a background check, Zina’s death might well have been prevented.  

 Fact:  Background checks are the most systematic tool to keep guns out of the hands of 

dangerous people.  The background check system has stopped nearly 2 million criminals 

and dangerous people from buying guns.
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