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SAFE Tool
(Strategic Assessment of Firearms Enforcement)

This inventory is a tool for survivors of domestic and sexual violence.

The SAFE tool may guide your thinking and reflection about
whether/when/how/for what period of time you may want:

(a) firearms and ammunition removed from your home/the home of
the person who abused you and/or

(b) your abusive partner prohibited, by court order or legal process,
from possession, ownership and use of firearms/ammunition.

You may want to speak with an advocate, a friend or other survivors to
identify the dangers that firearms and ammunition pose for you and to
help you make good decisions about whether the guns and ammunition
owned or possessed by your partner or yourself should be removed from
your home or other places of easy access in order to improve your safety
and that of your children.   You may also want to examine the advantages
and disadvantages of contacting law enforcement officers to share
information about the location of prohibited firearms that your partner
may possess or have access to.

To find an advocate with whom to discuss safety planning and this SAFE
Tool, call your local domestic violence program or call 800/799-SAFE
(7233).  Show the SAFE Tool to your attorney and discuss the following
with her/him.
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It is suggested that survivors consider the following questions.

1. Does your partner own/possess/have easy access (OPA) to
firearms?

2. If yes, how long has he owned/possessed/had access to
firearms?

3. Does your partner use the firearms for protection, hunting?
Which?

4. Where does your partner store the firearms (i.e., gun safe,
vehicle, closet, hidden, carries concealed on person)?

5. Does your partner keep the weapons loaded?

6. Has your partner done anything or said anything that leads you
to believe/fear that he might use a firearm in an assault on you?
What has he done or said?  What does that behavior
mean/suggest to you?

7. Has he ever used a firearm against you, pointed a firearm at you,
a family or friend, or at himself, threatened you/someone else
with a firearm, shot at you/someone else, wounded
you/someone else with a firearm?  What, when, where, with
what result?

8. Has your partner ever spoken about a fantasy he has had about
using a firearm to kill you or a family member?  If so, what was
it?

9. Has anyone in your partner's family or a close friend of your
partner’s ever committed suicide?

10. If your partner has never used a firearm against you, do you fear
that he may use it against you?
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11. How likely do you think it may be that your partner might use a
firearm against you or your children?  Not likely, likely, almost
certain?

12. Which firearm(s) does the abuser own/possess/have ready
access to (OPA)?  Please look at the chart on the fourth page
and circle the firearms OPAed by your partner.  Next to each
firearm, write the number of that type of firearm that you
believe your abuser owns/possesses/has easy access to?

13. Does your partner have any gun licenses/permits?  If so, which?
Do you want firearm licenses/permits issued to your abusive
partner revoked?

14. Do you think you may be safer if the guns are removed from
your partner?  Do you think that if may be more
dangerous/unsafe for you if the guns are removed?  Consider
the risks and benefits of removal/of non-removal.

15. If you want one/some of these firearms removed, place an X
through the firearm on the chart.  (You may want to show a
police officer or a judge which firearms on the chart are
owned/possessed/easily accessed by your abusive partner.)

16. If you would like to have any/all firearm(s) removed, how would
you like the removal to occur – Circle all that you prefer:

•  Voluntary surrender by you or your partner to local law
enforcement.

•  Pick up by local law enforcement wherever firearms are
stored.

•  Transfer of firearms to a person you can trust to keep the
firearms as long as you want or the law requires.

•  Sale of the firearms, if ordered by a court.
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17. Did you or a family member give the firearm to your partner?

18. What strategies might be used to enhance your safety during
the removal process?

19. If you do not want firearms removed, how can you protect
yourself against the use of the firearms against you or your
children?  Do you know how to load/unload all firearms?  Do you
have access to the place the firearm(s) is stored?  Do you know
how to use the firearm(s) of your abusive partner?

If you change your mind after you discuss this SAFE Tool with an
advocate or an attorney and no longer want the firearms removed OR
want one/more to be removed or want to discuss safety strategies
related to firearms that remain in the OPA of your abuser, please contact
an advocate/attorney to further examine safety strategies around
firearms.
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Handguns
Semi-Automatic Handguns    
Revolvers

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

7.

1. Smith & Wesson 45 2. Glock
3. Smith & Wesson 637 Airweight 4. 9mm Pistol
5. Beretta 6. Smith & Wesson 637 Magnum
7. Colt 1908 25ACP Caliber
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Shotguns

            8.   

     9.

     10.  

Rifles

             11.

               12.

8. 12 Gauge Pistol Grip Shotgun 9. 12 Gauge 18” Shotgun
10. 930 Autoloader Shotgun 11. 7X57 Mauser Rifle
12. Remington 700 Muzzle Loader
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Sub-machine guns

13. 

Machine Guns

14.

13. Ingram Model 10 Sub-Machine Gun with an Attached Silencer
14. M 16 Machine Gun


