
 

Contact: Scott Walquist, KPS3, 775-688-2116, scott@kps3.com 
Sept. 11, 2014  

 
NCJFCJ Makes Official Statement Regarding National 
Ray Rice Incident 
 
(Reno, Nev.) – The National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) has 
released official statements regarding the recent developments regarding former NFL player 
Ray Rice and the issue of domestic violence.  
 
“In 1994, United States Congress passed the historical Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), 
the first comprehensive legislation focused on ending intimate partner violence including 
domestic and dating violence, sexual assault and stalking victimization. Although we have made 
great strides and achieved great momentum the past 20 years to end domestic violence and the 
commitment to continue to advocate for the protection of victims of domestic violence including 
children exposed to domestic violence, we still encounter many challenges. Unfortunately, Ray 
Rice and his wife Janay's story is not unique. The question is not why she stays and loves her 
husband, the questions are why does he use violence to control her and why is she not safe in 
her intimate partner relationship. Victims have the right to be safe whether they stay or leave.” 
-Judge Peggy Walker of Douglasville, Georgia, President of NCJFCJ 
 
Judge Walker has served as judge of the Juvenile Court of Douglas County since 1998. A 
graduate of Georgia State University College of Law, Judge Walker previously served as a 
member of the Georgia Commission on Family Violence and as Chair of the Commission she 
led the effort to write the state plan to end domestic violence in Georgia. She served on the 
Board of Directors, Georgia CASA. Judge Walker, along with NCJFCJ CEO, Mari Kay Bickett, 
JD, recently attended the 20th Anniversary celebration of VAWA at the National Archives in 
Washington and the Protect All Women VAWA Anniversary Event, hosted by Americans for 
Responsible Solutions, The Center for American Progress and other partner organizations 
working together to end domestic violence. 
 
“The video of Ray Rice and his then-fiancé, Janay, is disturbing and heartbreaking to watch and 
it paints a very real picture of violence against women. Ending domestic violence is some of the 
most important work the NCJFCJ does and has done for more than 25 years. We remain 
committed to ensuring a judicial system that holds batterers accountable and victims safe. 
Families and our communities deserve that. While we have seen great improvements, we must 
continue to work together to end violence against women and children in this country.” 
-Maureen Sheeran, Chief Program Officer, Domestic Violence and Family Relations, NCJFCJ 
 
Founded in 1937, the Reno, Nev.-based National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, is the 
nation’s oldest judicial membership organization and focused on improving the effectiveness of our 
nation’s juvenile and family courts. A leader in continuing education opportunities, research, and policy 



development in the field of juvenile and family justice, the 2,000-member organization is unique in 
providing practice-based resources to jurisdictions and communities nationwide.  
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