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NCPOFFC WEBINAR: May 12, 2014 

 

 

CONTACT 

US!   
 

NCPOFFC  

1901 N. Fort Myer 
Drive  

Suite 1011  

Arlington, VA 22209  

 
(800) 903-0111, 

prompt 2 

(703) 312-7922  

(703)  312-7966 (fax) 

   
Email  

Website  

   
Please "friend", 

"follow" & "like" us on 
our social networks! 

  
 

"Representing Clients Experiencing 
Trauma in Civil Protection Order Cases" 

 

Date: Monday, May 12, 2014 

Time: 2:00-3:30 pm (EDT) 

 

Description: Those who work with survivors of domestic 
violence, dating violence, stalking and sexual assault 
know that survivors' experiences with abuse are often 
connected with trauma and mental health. Representation 
of clients experiencing trauma in civil protection order 
cases can present unique challenges. While some of 
these challenges stem from the nature of the law 
surrounding these cases, other challenges arise out of 
the barriers that trauma survivors face in daily life, 
exacerbated during the course of legal representation. 
The very nature of the legal system, and the experience 
of seeking legal protection, can further traumatize or 
trigger clients, creating barriers to accessing legal 
remedies. This webinar will provide information on how to 
tailor legal advocacy of clients who are experiencing 
trauma in order to: 

 Provide assistance that accommodates their 
mental health needs. 

 Make civil legal justice accessible. 

 Obtain the best possible legal outcomes. 

Discussion will include: The definition and effect of 
trauma on clients and how to counsel clients in a trauma-
informed manner, as well as strategies that anticipate and 
account for trauma in court. 
 
Presenters: 
  
Erika Sussman is the Founder and Executive Director of 
the Center for Survivor Agency and Justice, a national 
organization dedicated to enhancing advocacy for 
survivors of intimate partner violence by cultivating a 
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community of lawyers and advocates skilled in survivor-
centered advocacy. She co-authored with Olga Trujillo 
and Mary Malefyt Seighman, Representing Domestic 
Violence Survivors Who Are Experiencing Trauma and 
Other Mental Health Challenges: A Handbook for 
Attorneys, published by the National Center on Domestic 

Violence, Trauma and Mental Health. The Attorney Handbook 
was developed to enhance legal advocacy and representation 
available to survivors of domestic violence who experience 
trauma and other mental health challenges, with the ultimate 
goal of enabling more survivors to achieve their civil legal 
objectives. 
 

Olga Trujillo is an attorney, speaker, author and survivor. 
Her experience over the past 25 years has been as a 
private attorney; an attorney for the U.S. Department of 
Justice; a consultant to many local, state and national 
organizations; a nationally sought speaker and author. 
Olga is featured in the video "A Survivor's Story", a 
documentary and training video based on her personal 
experience of violence. Olga has authored a number of 
articles and publications. Her memoir for New Harbinger 
Publications entitled The Sum of My Parts was released 
in October 2011. She also co-authored a handbook for 
Attorneys Representing Domestic Violence Survivors 
Who Are Also Experiencing Trauma and Mental Health 
Challenges which was released in January 2012. Olga 
currently writes a blog for Psychology Today and The 
Huffington Post. 
 
Audience: Attorneys, Advocates, Law Enforcement and 
Court Personnel 
 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Credit for 
Attorneys: Please check with your state bar for CLE 
requirements and related fees. We will provide 
teleconference materials and an attendance certificate to 
those applying for CLE credit. 
 
Registration Details: This webinar is open to OVW 
grantees and the general public. Registration will close on 
May 9, 2014. A webinar is an online presentation 
requiring an internet connection. There is no charge for 
this webinar. You must select one of the following audio 
options upon connecting to the webinar: 

 Teleconference (standard long distance rates 
apply) 

 VoIP (free audio through the internet, speakers 
required) 

Register HERE! 
 

Do you require closed captioning? NCPOFFC requires 5 
business days notice and it must be requested upon 

registration. 
   
You will receive a confirmation email from 
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emailservice@ilinc.com immediately after registering. If 
you don't receive the email, please check your spam/junk 
folder. You will receive a reminder containing the webinar 
and audio information the day before the event. Please 
keep both emails. 
  
For more information about this webinar, please contact 
the NCPOFFC via email at ncffc@bwjp.org and type 
"Webinar" in the subject line. 
 

We look forward to hosting you for this very 
important topic! 

 

Featured Article 

What action, if any, do you want your me 

mbers to take? Add a "Find out more" link to additional information that 
you may have hosted on your website. 

  

 

This project is supported by Grant No. 2011-TA-AX-K080 awarded by the Office on 

Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication / program / 

exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. 
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