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June 29, 2005 
 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME CRITICIZES SUPREME COURT 
PROTECTION ORDER RULING 

 
Despite Ruling, Protection Orders Still Important, Enforceable Tool for Many Victims 

  
Washington, DC--The National Center for Victims of Crime today strongly criticized the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s ruling in Town of Castle Rock, Colorado v. Gonzalez, brought by a woman who 
claimed that her constitutional due process rights were violated when police failed to enforce a 
protection order against her estranged husband.   
  
Despite a Colorado law requiring police to arrest protection order violators and an identical 
requirement in the language of the order itself, the Supreme Court found in a 7-2 decision that 
Jessica Gonzalez did not have a procedural due process right to the enforcement of her order. 
  
“The Supreme Court apparently concluded that mandatory does not mean mandatory,” said Mary 
Lou Leary, executive director of the National Center for Victims of Crime, the nation’s leading 
resource and advocacy organization dedicated to helping all crime victims rebuild their lives.  
“The Court refused to sanction the Castle Rock Police Department for arbitrarily ignoring Jessica 
Gonzalez’s desperate pleas for help.  The defendants argued that the law allowed some discretion 
when responding to protection order violations.  Well, the law did not give the police the 
discretion to do nothing.”   
  
In his dissenting opinion, Justice Stevens wrote that the police response to Jessica Gonzalez was 
nothing more than “a sham or a pretense.” Jessica Gonzalez’s husband violated the protection 
order by kidnapping the couple’s three daughters.  When Gonzalez discovered that her daughters 
were missing, she called the police, informed them of the order, and asked them to enforce it.   
  
Ultimately, Gonzalez contacted the police six times over an eight-hour period, once even 
pleading in person at the police station for the order to be enforced.  Tragically, the police took 
no action until Mr. Gonzalez pulled up in front of the police station and began shooting at the 
building.  Officers returned fire, killing Mr. Gonzalez, and then discovered the bodies of the 
three daughters – whom he had murdered earlier that evening – in his truck. 
  
The National Center urged victims everywhere to understand that the ruling does not mean that 
protection orders are no longer an important tool in the fight against domestic violence and 
abuse.  “Although the Court’s ruling is a deep disappointment for Mrs. Gonzalez and domestic 
violence victims across the country,” said Leary, “we must remember that the laws governing 
protection orders have not changed in any way as a result of this decision.  These orders, which 
are available to victims in every state, can still be a powerful tool for victims who are seeking the 
security they need to leave abusive relationships and to begin the long process of rebuilding their 
lives.”  
  
The National Center also noted that law enforcement agencies should not take the Castle Rock 
case to mean that they do not have to take protection orders seriously.  In this case, the court 
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rejected one legal theory for holding law enforcement liable for failing to enforce protection 
orders.  There are still other legal avenues under both state and federal law pursuant to which the 
police might be held responsible for a failure to enforce. 
  
“We are aware of many law enforcement agencies around the country who take protection orders 
very seriously and who make enforcement one of their top priorities,” said Leary.  “Protective 
orders can prevent further violence and keep victims safe, but only when the orders are enforced 
and persons who violate the orders are arrested.” 
 
 

 
The National Center for Victims of Crime is the nation’s leading resource and advocacy organization for victims of 
all crime. Our mission is to forge a national commitment to help victims of crime rebuild their lives. Working with 
local, state, and federal partners, we are dedicated to serving all individuals, families, and communities harmed by 
crime. 


