
 Victim advocates working in 
government agencies and  
community based  
organizations; 

 Mental health service  
providers; 

 Law enforcement officers; 
 Social workers; 
 Sexual assault and forensic 

nurse examiners; 
 Prosecutors 
 Policy makers 
 Probation and parole  

officers;  
 Victims of crime. 

Who Should Attend? 

FREE TRAINING! 

Civil Justice for  
Victims of Crime  
in Florida 

Orlando, Florida 

Tuesday, June 3, 2014 
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

Orange County Sheriff’s Office 
2500 West Colonial Drive,  

Orlando, FL 32804  
 

Presenters:  
Jeff Dion, Esq. 

Jeffrey Herman, Esq. 
John Leighton, Esq. 

Mary Sherris, Esq.  

“I learned a lot to help victims and 

myself. Out of my 25 years of  

attending law enforcement classes,  

this was the best class I have  

ever attended.”   
- FORMER PARTICIPANT 

www.VictimsofCrime.org 

 What do victims gain through civil actions? 

 What civil options are available to victims? 

 How can civil actions help victims of  
homicide, stalking, rape, child sex abuse,  
domestic violence, drunk driving, fraud, elder 
abuse and identity theft? 

 Where can victims find a lawyer? 

 What is the appropriate role of a victim service 
provider? 

If you can’t answer these questions,  
how can a victim? 

The training seminars are free, but space is limited. 

Register by May 30, 2014, at 

www.VictimsofCrime.org/training. 
 
The information will be tailored to Florida law. For 
more details, call the National Center for Victims of 
Crime at 202-467-8778. 

Registration: 

Cosponsored By: 

Florida Counsel Against Sexual Violence 
Florida Sheriff's Association 
Florida Coalition Against Human Trafficking 
Florida Network for Victim & Witness Services 
Victim Service Center of Central Florida 
Florida Police Chiefs Association 
Safe Children Coalition  
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 



Jeffrey R. Dion 

Jeffrey R. Dion, Esq., is Director of the National Crime Victim Bar Association, an affiliate of the 
National Center for Victims of Crime.  In that capacity, he lectures throughout the entire country to 
foster greater communication and understanding among crime victims and trial attorneys.  He 
trains victim advocates in the application of civil litigation and instructs fellow attorneys in crime 
victim issues and services.  He previously served as a Governor’s Fellow in the Office of the  
Virginia Attorney General, a Law Clerk to the Judges of Virginia’s 17th Judicial Circuit and a civil  

litigator with the firm of Hudgins, Carter & Coleman.  In 2002, he was appointed by the Governor to serve on the 
Virginia Criminal Justice Services Board, where he chairs the Victim-Witness Issues Advisory Committee.  Mr. Dion 
is a homicide victim survivor and a survivor of childhood sexual abuse.  In 2005, Jeff was presented the Allies for 
Justice Award by the Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers, and was honored by Virginia Department of Criminal  
Justice Services as one of the individuals who has had the greatest impact on crime victims’ rights in Virginia over 
the last 10 years.  In 2006, the Attorney General of the United States presented him with the Ronald Wilson Reagan 
Public Policy Award.  This award honors an outstanding individual whose leadership, vision, and innovation have 
led to significant changes in public policy and practice that benefit crime victims, and is one of the prestigious  
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week Awards, which are the highest honors in the field of crime victim services.  
Jeff earned both his undergraduate and law degree at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. 

Jeff Herman 
Jeff Herman, Esq. is a nationally-recognized trial lawyer and advocate for survivors of rape, sexual 
abuse and sexual exploitation. He is a trailblazer in the representation of victims of sexual abuse,  
devoting 100% of his practice to the cause. Over his career he has represented hundreds of brave men, 
women and children. Over the past 2 decades, Jeff has built a national practice and has become one of 
the nation's leading childhood sexual abuse attorneys and pioneers, a true champion of his clients' 

rights. Jeff is the founding and managing partner of Herman, Mermelstein & Horowitz, P.A., a law firm based in  
Miami, Florida, that represents clients nationwide. He understands the unique issues involved in the representation 
of survivors of rape and sexual abuse. He is committed to helping them navigate the other issues that may arise for 
survivors, such as developing a support system of counselors and advocates. Jeff knows that healing from sexual 
abuse is a complex, multi-dimensional journey and that a civil lawsuit is only one part of that journey, albeit an 
important one. He believes that empowering abuse victims is the most important part of representing them. 

John  Elliot Leighton 
John Elliott Leighton, Esq. is the Managing Partner of Leighton Law, P.A. based in Miami, Florida. Mr. 
Leighton litigates and tries significant cases on behalf of individuals throughout Florida and the United 
States. He has been called upon to provide his trial skills to represent plaintiffs throughout the country, 
including New York, Texas, Indiana, Wisconsin, Georgia, Illinois and North Carolina. As a trial lawyer 
Mr. Leighton has obtained some of the largest verdicts and settlements in the country, including a $24.3 

million wrongful death verdict and $24.1 million medical malpracticebirth trauma verdict. Mr. Leighton continues to 
represent victims of sexual assault and sex abuse,  including those who are victimized by institutional and corporate 
cover ups.  Because many institutions in this country turn a blind eye to abuse committed by their employees or  
volunteers, sexual abuse and sexual assault continues to traumatize generation after generation.  Mr. Leighton is 
committed to ending this cycle through the civil justice system.  

Mary Sherris  
Mary Sherris, Esq. was born in Chicago, Illinois and raised in Daytona Beach, Florida. She earned her  
Bachelors Degree from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at The University of Florida in Political  
Science and subsequently, her Masters Degree in Urban Planning from the College of Architecture at  
The University of Florida.  Ms. Sherris studied law at the University of Akron where she earned her Juris  
Doctor and was published in the Akron Law Review. She has lived in Orlando since 1997 where she  

began her law career. Ms. Sherris worked for several years as an Assistant State Attorney for Norman Wolfinger in  
Seminole County, Florida where she prosecuted and tried criminal cases from misdemeanors up to serious felonies. In  
2000, she was awarded the Attorney of The Year – Pride in Excellence Award from the Seminole County State Attorneys 
Office. Ms. Sherris has handled hundreds of claims involving personal injury, premises liability, sexual battery, negligent 
security, wrongful death, products liability and medical malpractice.  For the last 10 years, Ms. Sherris has been working 
exclusively in private practice, fighting for justice for the injured and those in need.  

http://leightonlaw.com/medical-malpractice-lawyer-miami/

