
 Victim advocates working in  
government agencies and  
community based  
organizations; 

 Mental health service  
providers; 
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 Social workers; 
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 Prosecutors 
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officers;  
 Victims of crime 
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Presenters:  
Jeff Dion, Esq. 

Steven C. Laird, Esq. 
Marc Lenahan, Esq. 

Tahir Khan Merritt, Esq.  

“I learned a lot to help victims and 

myself. Out of my 25 years of  

attending law enforcement classes,  

this was the best class I have  

ever attended.”   
- FORMER PARTICIPANT 

www.VictimsofCrime.org 

 What do victims gain through civil actions? 

 What civil options are available to victims? 

 How can civil actions help victims of  
homicide, stalking, rape, child sex abuse,  
domestic violence, drunk driving, fraud, elder 
abuse and identity theft? 

 Where can victims find a lawyer? 

 What is the appropriate role of a victim service 
provider? 

If you can’t answer these questions,  
how can a victim? 

The training seminars are free, but space is limited. 
Register by April 30, 2014, at 
www.VictimsofCrime.org/training. 
 
The information will be tailored to Texas law. For 
more details, call the National Center for Victims of 
Crime at 202-467-8778. 

Registration: 

Cosponsored By: 

 Dallas County Sheriff’s Department 

 Texas Association Against Sexual Assault 



Jeffrey R. Dion 
 

Jeffrey R. Dion, Esq., is Director of the National Crime Victim Bar Association, an affiliate of the National 
Center for Victims of Crime.  In that capacity, he lectures throughout the entire country to foster greater 
communication and understanding among crime victims and trial attorneys.  He trains victim advocates in 
the application of civil litigation and instructs fellow attorneys in crime victim issues and services.  He  
previously served as a Governor’s Fellow in the Office of the Virginia Attorney General, a Law Clerk to the 
Judges of Virginia’s 17th Judicial Circuit and a civil litigator with the firm of Hudgins, Carter & Coleman.  In 

2002, he was appointed by the Governor to serve on the Virginia Criminal Justice Services Board, where he chairs the  
Victim-Witness Issues Advisory Committee.  Mr. Dion is a homicide victim survivor and a survivor of childhood sexual abuse.  
In 2005, Jeff was presented the Allies for Justice Award by the Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers, and was honored by Virginia 
Department of Criminal Justice Services as one of the individuals who has had the greatest impact on crime victims’ rights in 
Virginia over the last 10 years.  In 2006, the Attorney General of the United States presented him with the Ronald Wilson 
Reagan Public Policy Award.  Jeff earned both his undergraduate and law degree at George Mason University in Fairfax,  
Virginia. 

Marc Lenahan 
 

Marc Lenahan, Esq. currently serves as the President for the National Crime Victim Bar Association and 
has been practicing crime victims’ law since his law school clerk days. Over those years, he has helped 
victims of mass-murder, child molestation, rape, corporate fraud & malfeasance, insurance fraud, civil 
rights abuses, assault, robbery, DWI, regulatory torts and, most commonly, intentional & criminally  
negligent homicide. He has achieved million-dollar results under the laws of Texas, Kentucky & Florida, 
and has received a list of awards that he calls “nonsense,” instead taking great pride in the photos, notes, 

letters and reviews from his clients. Marc believes that practicing crime victims law requires and fosters multidisciplinary skills 
unmatched by any other area of law. He frequently attributes his successes on behalf of crime victims to his study of  
centuries-old poetry while at the University of Texas, and his successes in other tort cases to his practice of crime victims 
law. Marc’s clients span the globe, and he and his team litigate cases in all parts of Texas from the Firm’s office in Dallas.  

Steven C. Laird 
 

Steve C. Laird, Esq. received his undergraduate degree in Business from Texas Tech University in 1976, a 
Masters of Business Administration degree from Texas Christian University in 1977 and his law degree 
from South Texas College of Law in 1980.  Steve is board certified in personal injury trial law and civil 
trial law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. Also, he has achieved national certification in civil 
trial law from The National Board of Trial Advocacy. The Texas Young Lawyers Association selected  
Steve as the Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas in 1988 from among the more than 20,000 lawyers  

under 35 years of age practicing at that time. He was also selected as the Outstanding Young Lawyer of Tarrant County that 
same year. He has been voted as one of the top 100 "Texas Super Lawyers" and featured in Texas Monthly magazine. He is also a 
Founding Member of the Academy of Trial Advocacy, a group of national attorneys representing plaintiffs who share  
information, ideas and skills in order to attempt to achieve the best possible results for their clients. Steve is married and has 
three children. He received the United States Army Commendation Medal. 

Tahira Khan Merritt  
 

Tahira Khan Merritt, Esq. graduated from the University of Texas at Austin. In 1988, she earned her 
law degree from Baylor University School of Law, which is nationally recognized for its trial advocacy 
program. After law school, Ms. Merritt served as an Assistant Attorney General for the State of Texas 
in the litigation department. She then worked at a nationally-recognized personal injury firm before 
opening her own law practice in 1996.  Attorney Merritt assisted in achieving the largest jury award 
ever given in a clergy sexual abuse case in Texas. She was also appointed as special prosecutor for 

Eastland County, Texas in a criminal case that resulted in the 50-year incarceration of a pedophile Catholic priest .  These  
complex cases involve religious organizations, civil corporations, youth organizations, group home operators, day care centers, 
schools, counselors, physicians and others who prey on children and vulnerable persons.  She is a member in good standing of 
Dallas Trial Lawyers Association, Dallas Women Lawyers Association, Dallas Asian-American Bar, Texas Trial Lawyers  
Association, the National Crime Victims Bar Association and American Association for Justice.  


