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President Obama signs Violence Against Women Act 
Reauthorization 
Advocates, survivors celebrate improved law’s passage 
 

 
Tomorrow, President Obama will sign the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act 
(VAWA) of 2013 into law. The highly anticipated signing secures needed protections and 
services for victims of domestic and sexual violence.   
 
“We are honored to be part of this long-awaited event, as President Obama stands with 
victims of violence and signs VAWA’s reauthorization into law today,” said Kim Gandy, 
President and CEO of the National Network to End Domestic Violence.  “We know that Vice 
President Biden, who authored the original VAWA as a U.S. Senator, will share in our 
delight as this legislation is signed into law.  He has worked tirelessly to ensure that the 
final bill was bipartisan and victim-centered.”  
 
VAWA 2013 is a strong reauthorization that includes landmark protections for women on 
Tribal lands, improves protections for immigrant victims, ensures services for LGBT 
survivors, and adds important housing protections for victims. The bill also preserves and 
maintains core funding for life-saving victim services. 
 
“This law will substantially improve access to justice and services for ALL victims” said 
Gandy.      
 
VAWA’s movement from a bill to a law is the result of a collaborative effort between 
survivors, advocates and Congressional champions.  In 2010, thousands of advocates joined 
calls to begin discussing how VAWA could be improved to better meet the needs of victims 
across the nation.  In the years since, national organizations, state coalitions, local service 
programs, and victims and advocates across the country have spoken out, working in 
partnership with each other and with Congress to help push VAWA toward passage. 
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“We know that this bill could not have reached the President’s desk without the 
outstanding commitment of dedicated advocates and Congressional champions.  In 
particular, we acknowledge the steadfast leadership of the bill’s original sponsor Senator 
Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and its co-sponsor Senator Mike Crapo (R-ID), and leaders in the U.S. 
House of Representatives including Representatives Gwen Moore (D-WI), John Conyers (D-
MI), Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), and the many others in Congress who stood together for a final 
bill that truly reaches all victims.”     
 
With the significant and much-needed changes and improvements included in this 
reauthorization, the law will require coordinated implementation and funding to ensure 
that it reaches its potential.   
 
“We look forward to working with partners across the nation to turn the letter of VAWA 
law into avenues for safety and justice for all survivors,” concluded Gandy.   
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About VAWA 
The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) is the cornerstone of our nation's response to domestic and sexual 
violence.  VAWA creates and supports comprehensive, cost-effective responses to the pervasive and insidious 
crimes of domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence and stalking.  Since its enactment in 1994, VAWA has 
improved how our nation addresses these four crimes. 
 
 
About NNEDV 
NNEDV, a 501(c)(3) organization, is the leading voice for domestic violence victims and  their allies.  NNEDV 
members include all 56 of the state and territorial coalitions against domestic violence, including over 2,000 
local programs.  NNEDV has been a premiere national organization advancing the movement against domestic 
violence for almost 20 years, having led efforts among domestic violence advocates and survivors in urging 
Congress to pass the landmark Violence Against Women Act of 1994.  To learn more about NNEDV, please visit 
www.nnedv.org. 
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