VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA) &
LGBTQ VICTIMS

Domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking are serious crimes and all victims deserve access to
life-saving services. The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), first authorized in 1994, is at the core of our nation’s
response to these insidious and pervasive crimes and creates and supports comprehensive, effective and cost saving
responses. VAWA’s reauthorization should clarify that it includes protections and services for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) victims, who are under-served and face discrimination when accessing services.1
•

VAWA should ensure that all victims of domestic and dating violence, sexual assault and stalking are eligible
for VAWA protections and services regardless of the gender of their perpetrator.

•

LGBTQ people should be included in VAWA because they experience domestic violence in 25-35% of
relationships, which is the same rate as the general population.2

•

Domestic violence against LGBTQ women is severe and pervasive. LGBTQ women make up the majority of
domestic violence-related murders in the LGBTQ community. In addition, they account for nearly half of all
reports of LGBTQ domestic violence.3

•

More than half of all LGBTQ survivors experience physical violence.4

•

The change from “spouse” to the Center from Disease Control’s language of “intimate partner” does not
extend additional rights to LGBTQ people but instead is a reflection of the reality that most victims of domestic
violence, including teens, are not married5 to their abusers and that VAWA must still protect those in dating
relationships.

•

LGBTQ victims face discrimination when accessing services. Nearly half are turned away from domestic
violence shelter and nearly a quarter are mis-arrested as the primary aggressor by local law enforcement.
More than 55% of LGBTQ survivors were denied orders of protection and only 7% of all victims reported
violence to the police.6

•

LGBTQ victims are an under-served population. In another 2010 study, 96% of victim services and law
enforcement agencies said that they did not have specific services for LGBTQ victims.7 In fact, studies have
shown that only one in five survivors of same-gender sexual assault and intimate partner violence received
victim services. 8
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