
Every year, thousands of people from all corners of the globe arrive in 
the United States seeking asylum. Many have suffered unimaginable 
physical and psychological torture in their countries of origin.  They lack 
the extensive documentation required for an asylum application.  Even 
if they can afford an attorney, they face the daunting task of providing 
detailed, independently corroborated evidence of harm as required by the 
government.  If they are sent back to their countries of origin, they face 
further persecution—even death.

Imagine the confusion.  Imagine the despair.  Imagine the fear.

Now imagine using your unique skills and expertise to help give indigent 
asylum seekers a chance for a new life, free of fear.

Physicians for Human Rights offers an 
Asylum Network of hundreds of expert 
health professionals across the US who 
evaluate detained and non-detained 
asylum applicants and document medical 
evidence of torture and abuse. If evidence 
of severe harm is found, these volunteers 
provide to asylum seekers’ attorneys  
affidavits for submission to the Immigra-
tion Court or immigration authorities.

PHR’s Asylum Network volunteers are 
licensed and board certified physicians and 
mental health professionals who use their 
expertise to conduct physical and psy-
chological evaluations of asylum seekers.  
Even providing one evaluation per year can 
make an important difference.

Since 9/11, the US asylum process has 
become overwhelmingly daunting—but in 
a system where fewer than 30% of asylum 
applicants are successful, almost 90% 
of applicants evaluated by PHR’s Asylum 
Network receive asylum, evidence that 
PHR volunteers help make real change in 
people’s lives. 

In addition to documenting forensic 
evidence of abuse pro-bono, PHR Asylum 

Network members work with PHR’s Washing-
ton policy staff to challenge public policy ad-
versely affecting asylum seekers and torture 
survivors. 

Health professionals can change policies 
affecting the lives of all asylum seekers by 
advocating for:  

better health conditions in immigration • 
detention centers;
a policy that allows vulnerable asylum • 
seekers to be released from detention—
with appropriate safeguards—until their 
cases are decided;
an end to the procedural barriers that • 
make it extremely difficult for many appli-
cants with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
to gain asylum;
humane consideration for claims by gays, • 
lesbians and transgendered persons who 
have suffered persecution;
an end to policies that deny asylum to • 
health professionals who, staying true to 
their medical ethics, treat civilians and 
combatants on all sides of a conflict.

For more information on PHR’s Asylum Pro-
gram and how you can join this extraordinary 
national network of health professionals, 
please email asylum@phrusa.org 

“It’s a few hours of time—and yet 

the impact of your evaluation 

is astronomical in terms of the 

way that person’s life is going 

to go from that point on. It really 

is a compelling way for health 

professionals to use their skills.”

  - PHR Asylum Network Volunteer
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