
 
Request for Proposals for Government Relations Services  

Deadline for Responses: June 12, 2015 
 

Consulting Opportunity  
The Safe States Alliance is seeking a part-time consultant to assist in executing public policy, partnership 
development, and advocacy efforts. The selected consultant will work closely with the Safe States 
Alliance Executive Director, Management Team1, and Policy Committee. 

 
About the Safe States Alliance  
The Safe States Alliance is a national non-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to strengthen 
the practice of injury and violence prevention. Safe States Alliance engages in activities that include:  

 Increasing awareness of injury and violence throughout the lifespan as a public health problem;  

 Enhancing the capacity of public health agencies and their partners to ensure effective injury 
and violence prevention programs by disseminating best practices, setting standards for 
surveillance, conducting program assessments, and facilitating peer-to-peer technical 
assistance;  

 Providing educational opportunities, training, and professional development for those within 
the injury and violence prevention field;  

 Collaborating with other national organizations and federal agencies to achieve shared goals;  

 Advocating for public health policies designed to advance injury and violence prevention;  

 Convening leaders and serving as the voice of injury and violence prevention programs within 
state health departments; and  

 Representing the diverse professionals that make up the injury and violence prevention field  
 

The Safe States Alliance has more than 500 members from across the United States including 

representatives from state and local public health departments, hospitals, universities and other 

settings. Safe States works to engage members in developing relationships with Congressional members 

and their staff through: developing email based alerts regarding timely opportunities to communicate 

with Congressional offices, organizing an annual Hill Day and providing at-home engagement 

opportunities during the August recess.  

 

Additionally, Safe States Alliance convenes and supports the Injury and Violence Prevention Network, a 

coalition of more than 50 national organizations that support injury and violence prevention policies and 

advocate for funding for injury and violence prevention at the national level. Safe States also 

participates in several additional coalitions including:  the Coalition for Health Funding, Association of 

                                                           
1
 The Management Team includes the President, President-elect or Past President, Vice-President and Treasurer. 

http://www.safestates.org/?IVPN


State and Territorial Health Officials Affiliate Council, Prevention and Public Health Fund Strategy Group, 

National Violence Prevention Network, and others. 

 

Services to be provided by the Consultant will include: 

- Assisting Safe States in developing legislative strategies and priorities; 

- Reviewing, analyzing, monitoring and tracking legislative activity related to the organization’s 

policy agenda and priorities; 

- Developing communication updates regarding legislative priority areas and key developments; 

- Providing support to the Executive Director for the coordination of the Injury and Violence 

Prevention Network Coalition and the Safe States Alliance Policy Committee; 

- Working with the Executive Director to engage members in grassroots educational efforts, 

including organizing the annual Hill Day; 

- Supporting the Executive Director in developing and maintaining relationships with key 

Administrative and Congressional staff;  

- Representing Safe States Alliance among partner associations and groups; 

- Arranging meetings with Congressional offices, Administration staff and other key stakeholders 

and officials relevant to Safe States Alliance’s policy priorities; 

- Assisting in the development and drafting of testimony, talking points, collateral materials, 

educational materials, amendments, legislation or other materials needed to support the Safe 

States Alliance’s advocacy activities; and 

- Providing timely updates on information gathered from meetings, hearings, or discussions of 

relevance to legislation of interest to the Safe States Alliance. 

It is anticipated that these activities will require approximately 10-15 hours per week, with a greater 

concentration of effort during particular times of the year, including the annual Hill Day. 

Proposal Instructions 
Interested persons should submit the following, no later than Friday, June 12, 2015 to Amber Williams 
(amber.williams@safestates.org):  Please provide: 

1. Cover letter including a statement of interest in working with the Safe States Alliance; 

2. Overview of experience, qualifications, and capabilities to work as the government relations 
consultant for the Safe States Alliance; 

3. Proposed Annual Compensation/Retainer for the initial term (1 year) and any additional terms 
of the contract including preferred payment schedule; 

4. Examples of written materials (reports, collateral materials, testimony, etc); and 

5. References. 
 

Proposal Review Criteria and Process 
Factors that will be considered in evaluating the RFP responses include: 

 Expert knowledge of the legislative and political process; 

 Experience in working with the public health community and building coalitions among various 
stakeholders as part of advocacy efforts; 

 Knowledge and understanding of the Safe States Alliance mission, activities and policy priorities; 

mailto:amber.williams@safestates.org


 Past relevant experience in working with similar clients; 

 Ability to conduct identified services; 

 Ability to appropriately deal with any potential conflicts of interest and appearance of conflicts 
between Safe States Alliance policy positions and other client positions; 

 Strong oral and written skills; and 

 Proposed compensation/retainer compared to Safe States Alliance budget. 
 

The anticipated start date for the consultant will be July 2015. 

 

Terms of Engagement 

This RFP is not an offer, obligation, or agreement to award work to any individual, organization, or firm. 

Once a consultant is selected, a non-exclusive agreement will be negotiated for an initial term of one 

year. During the term of the agreement, performance evaluations will be conducted and the agreement 

may be renewed for additional terms subject to approval by the Safe States Alliance Executive 

Committee. 


