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As the Supreme Court closes its term and speculation looms about Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist’s retirement, it is important not to lose sight of the decisions the Court has made 
and the impact these decisions have on all Americans.  Specifically, in the case of Town of 
Castle Rock, CO v. Jessica Gonzales.   

The National Network to End Domestic Violence and its member state domestic violence 
coalitions are extremely disappointed by the Court’s decision in this case.  The Court’s 
decision that victims do not have the federal constitutional right to due process when they seek 
enforcement of their protective orders ignores the fact that Jessica, like thousands of other 
victims of domestic violence, went to court, had a hearing and received a court-issued 
protective order recognizing the real and present danger she and her children were in.   She 
was not given a piece of paper telling her to call the police if she felt like it later.   

When Simon Gonzales violated that court order, the police owed Jessica more than a phone 
call.  We believe the Constitution required the Castle Rock police to make a fair inquiry into 
Jessica’s claim and offer a clear explanation of their decision to deny her the protection she 
was entitled to under state law and the terms of her court-issued protective order.  
Unfortunately, the Court does not agree that victims should be afforded this basic level of 
fairness.   

To prevent this tragedy from happening to other women, Congress can act by strengthening 
and reauthorizing the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) before it expires on September 
30th of this year.  VAWA sends millions of dollars to states and local communities to enhance 
law enforcement’s response to domestic violence cases.  VAWA Grants to Encourage Arrest 
provide funding to local jurisdictions to better enforce protective orders.  These life saving 
programs should not be allowed to expire, but they will if Congress does not act now. 

The Supreme Court’s failure to recognize the clear legal and policy basis for meaningful 
protective order enforcement stands in sharp contrast to Congress, the President, and the 
majority of state courts and legislatures who understand the importance of protective orders in 
providing security to battered women seeking safety and protection.  We know for sure that it is 
not ok to treat a protective order like a piece of paper.  We know that protective orders can 
work and reduce violence and save lives.  We know that many of our partners in the law 
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enforcement community are working to enhance the likelihood that victims will seek and 
receive help when they are threatened or abused.  The National Network to End Domestic 
Violence is committed to working with the thousands of advocates across the country, our 
partners in the law enforcement community, and policy makers at the state and national level 
to ensure that today’s decision does not create a roadblock between victims and safety in the 
future.  Police must be held accountable when they unfairly deny domestic violence victims the 
protection mandated by law.  We vow to re-double our efforts to prevent needless tragedies 
like the one suffered by Rebecca, Katheryn and Leslie Gonzales and endured by Jessica 
Gonzales to this day.   
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