
Through strategic prevention efforts, legislative initiatives 
and support to service providers, we create opportunities for 
freedom from domestic violence.  Purple is our symbol of 

commitment to this mission – we challenge ourselves and all 
of Texas to Go Purple and unite our voices against violence.
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 PURPLE UPDATE:
THE 83  SESSION LEGISLATIVE REPORT Appropriations

Family Violence SerViceS

The Texas Legislature continued its commitment to ending 
family violence by investing in key funding to support services to 
survivors.  The final budget for the 2014-2015 biennium includes 
the full Health and Human Service Commission Family Violence 
Program (HHSC FVP) request of $51.3 million for core family 
violence response.  In addition, the legislature funded HHSC’s 
request for $2.5 million for Exceptional Item Funding (EIF).  This 
funding will be available to programs to support legal services, 
economic stability, prevention efforts, domestic violence fatality 
reviews, all activities designated as beyond core services. 

Battering interVention and PreVention 
ProgramS (BiPPs)

The legislature restored funding for Texas Battering Intervention 
Prevention Programs to $2.5 million for the biennium; this 
appropriation within the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
(TDCJ) budget represents a $1.25 million dollar restoration from 
the 2012-2013 biennium for offender education.  The Legislature 
also directed TDCJ to conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of 
programs and services provided through BIPP grants. 

Women’S HealtH 

TCFV has made a commitment to working within the health care 
system to promote better long term health trajectories for survivors, 
children, and families.  During the 83rd Session, TCFV joined the 
Texas Women’s Healthcare Coalition (TWHC).  The Coalition’s 
efforts focused on restoring funding for women’s health and family 
planning and promoting access to these services for low income 
women and families.  The budget passed by the 83rd Legislature 
restored funding to provide access to services to the same number 
of clients served in the 2010-2011 biennium. 

Connections made through the Texas Women’s Healthcare 
Coalition and TCFV’s advocacy efforts regarding House Bill 2620, 
a TCFV Legislative Agenda item which created a health care task 
force, will further bolster our advocacy in this arena.

2013 Capitol Day - Supporters of funding for family violence and  
sexual assault programs march to the Texas State Capitol.

Family violence survivor Laura White from Houston stood tall with 
TCFV CEO Gloria Terry speaking out for family violence funding at 

the Purple Postcards press conference in February 2013.

Program reSPonSe

Senate Bill 353: Protecting 
Unaccompanied Minors’ Access 

to Family Violence Services

Author, Senator Royce West (D-Dallas); 
Sponsor, Representative Dawnna Dukes 

(D-Austin)

This bill added necessary clarifications to the Human Resource Code that safeguard family violence 
shelters’ ability to provide a critical access point for shelter or care to unaccompanied minors in a life-
threatening situation, without licensure from the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS). 
Prior to the passage of SB 353, Section 42.041 contained outdated statutory references to previous 
iterations of the enabling statute, Sections 32.201 and 32.202 of the Family Code, referencing ‘minor 
mothers’.  This created confusion about the potential need for licensure.  This important measure will 
foster an enhanced ability for a minor victim of family or dating violence ability to seek safety and support. 

Amends Human Resource Code Section 42.041 (b).  Effective May 25, 2013. 

criminal juStice

Senate Bill 1360: Stopping 
Batterers from Abusing the 

Criminal Justice System

Author, Senator José Rodriguez  
(D-El Paso);  

Sponsor, Representative Abel Herrero 
(D-Robstown)

Overall, this bill addresses the manner in which batterers use the criminal and civil justice systems as a 
further method of power and control over their victims.  HB1360 creates rules of criminal procedure related 
to the legal concept of “forfeiture by wrongdoing”, increases the punishment for family violence witness 
tampering (from most commonly a class A misdemeanor to at least a third degree felony), and allows juries 
to hear more information about the relationship of the parties related to coercion in the guilt-innocence phase 
of a trial for family violence witness tampering.  Regarding forfeiture by wrongdoing, the U.S. Supreme 
Court has held that batterers who cause their victim not to be present at trial should not benefit from their own 
wrongdoing; when this occurs, otherwise inadmissible out of court statements and evidence may be allowed 
to prove guilt.  Now Texas has rules of criminal procedure that govern the application of this legal concept.

Amends Penal Code Section 36.05 and creates Code of Criminal Procedure Articles 38.48 and 38.49.  
Effective September 1, 2013. 

PreVention

House Bill 2620: Creating 
a Health Systems Response 

to Domestic Violence among 
Pregnant and Post-partum 

Women

Author, Nicole Collier (D-Fort Worth); 
Sponsor, Senator Bob Deuell 

(R-Greenville) 

This bill establishes a task force with members, including a presiding officer, appointed by the 
Executive Commissioner of the Health and Human Services Commission to examine the impact of 
domestic violence on the health of pregnant women, mothers, and very young children.  The Task Force 
will identify and explore opportunities to improve health care services for mothers and babies through 
the effective addition of domestic violence information into education standards and health care 
protocols including the development of recommendations related to early screening and detection, and 
public awareness efforts.  The Task Force will produce a report by September 1, 2015 with findings as 
well as research, policy, and legislative recommendations. 

Creates Health and Safety Code Sections 32.061 to 32.065.  Effective June 16, 2013. 

Verizon Vice President for External Affairs David Russell, Senator Jane Nelson 
(R-Flower Mound), family violence survivor Laura White, and TCFV CEO 

Gloria Terry all participated in the Purple Postcard Press Conference.

Mary Kay Inc. Vice President of Communications Anne Crews addressed 
attendees of the TCFV and TAASA Capitol Day in February 2013.

TCFV Legislative Agenda Becomes Law
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Thank you
The TCFV Public Policy Committee

In the year leading up to a legislative session, TCFV follows a deliberate process in developing its 
substantive legislative priorities.  A key component of this process is our Public Policy Committee, 
comprised of a diverse group of those involved in addressing family violence response in our state.  
The committee’s feedback and guidance represents an instrumental component of vetting ideas and 
focusing on those measures that will be most impactful and that can be accomplished.  Members 
of the Public Policy Committee also play a critical role in strategy and advocacy throughout the 
legislative session.  We commend and appreciate the participation and efforts of each member. 

www.tcfv.org

Thank you
The TCFV Board

We proudly acknowledge the integral role of the TCFV Board in 
our success in the 83rd Session.  TCFV Board members provide 
leadership of the Public Policy Committee and ultimately 
approve the TCFV Legislative Agenda.  We thank the TCFV 
Board for their strong support throughout the process.

Partners and Allies

TCFV thanks everyone who participated in the TCFV / Texas 
Association Against Sexual Assault (TAASA) Capitol Day 
on February 15, 2013, each person who submitted a Purple 
Postcard and those who contacted their legislators in support 
of survivors.  Each of you contributed to our successful 
efforts to increase funding for family violence programs.

In addition, scores of dedicated individuals made great efforts 
through providing testimony at events and hearings, meeting with 
their elected offi cials, and garnering critical feedback and support 
for initiatives.  Thank you for answering the call to Go Purple. 

The 83rd Texas Legislature

Members of the 83rd Texas Legislature displayed overwhelming 
support for survivors of family violence, their families, and 
communities.  TCFV thanks each Senator and Representative 
that served in the 83rd Legislature and their staff who worked 
tirelessly on initiatives to effectively respond to and prevent 
family violence in Texas. 

Speaker Joe Straus (R-San Antonio) presides over the fi nal vote for Senate 
Bill 1360 relating to forfeiture by wrongdoing and family violence witness 

tampering.  The green lights indicate complete support in the House for 
this important measure.  The Senate also unanimously approved the bill.

SB1360 (forfeiture by wrongdoing and family violence witness tampering) 
unanimously passed the full Senate.  Thanks to Senate author 

Senator José Rodriguez.

Connect with us on online:            Aaron Setliff - TCFV Policy Director             @tcfvpolicy

ProtectiVe orderS

Senate Bill 743: Increasing 
Accountability for Repeat 
Protective Order Violators

Author, Senator Jane Nelson  
(R-Flower Mound);  

Sponsor, Representative Eddie Lucio, III 
(D-Brownsville)

This bill adds a new section to the Penal Code, making two or more actions constituting protective order 
violations within a twelve month period chargeable as a third degree felony, with a penalty of two to ten 
years in jail, a fine of up to $10,000 or both.  All too often, offenders violate protective orders 
repeatedly within short periods of time, including while awaiting trial for previous violations.  Prior to 
this change, each offense committed before a conviction was scheduled as a class A misdemeanor, 
punishable by up to one year in jail, a fine of up to $4,000, or both.  Recognizing that some dangerous 
offenders may violate orders the victim has concurrently or those of more than one victim, this change 
does not require that the violation be of the same order or concerning the same victim.  This new law 
also makes the following chargeable as a third degree felony: two or more convictions of violation of 
protective order, two convictions of the new offense created by this new statute, or one conviction for 
violation of protective order and one conviction of this new section.
Adds Section 25.072 of the Penal Code; Amends Section 25.07 of the Penal Code.  Effective September 1, 2013.

Senate Bill 129: Expanding 
Options to File Protective 

Orders Safely

Author, Senator Jane Nelson  
(R-Flower Mound);  

Sponsor, Representative Tryon Lewis 
(R-Odessa)

Prior to this bill, family violence victims could file for a protective order only in the county in which 
either party resided.  This bill adds the option of filing in the county in which any of the violence 
occurred, which allows the victim to keep confidential from her batterer her new county of residence. 
Additionally, this change allows for increased prosecutorial efficiency by potentially combining the 
criminal prosecution with the protective order matter in the same county; victims also benefit in that they 
do not have to travel to multiple counties to seek justice and protection.

Amends Section 82.003 of the Family Code.  Effective June 14, 2013.

additional Family Violence legiSlation

House Bill 1606: Enhancing 
Stalking and Harrassment 

Statutes 

Author, Representative Joe Moody 
(D-El Paso);  

Sponsor, John Corona (R-Dallas)

This bill improves on changes to the stalking and harassment statutes accomplished in the previous session 
by removing the subjective element of stalking as it relates to the stalker and by linking stalking to the 
harassment statute.  As a result of this change, whereas the stalker would have previously had to actually 
intend the victim fear bodily injury to the victim, a family member or dating partner (or destruction of 
property), now the behavior will be judged from a reasonable person standpoint.  This addresses the reality 
that some stalkers do not actually believe their behavior would cause a victim to fear, yet any reasonable 
person would identify the behavior as one that would cause fear.  The bill also makes repeated harassment 
(a class A misdemeanor) chargeable as stalking (a third degree felony).

Amends Penal Code Sections 42.07 and 42.072.  Effective September 1, 2013.

Senate Bill 130: Promoting 
Access to Protective Orders for 

Survivors in the Child Protective 
Services System

Author, Senator Jane Nelson  
(R-Flower Mound); 

Sponsor, Representative Tryon Lewis 
(R-Odessa) 

This legislation originated as a recommendation of the Senate Bill 434 Taskforce on the Intersections 
of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence.  The bill clarifies that prosecuting attorneys, while still subject 
to the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct, may represent someone for a protective order 
proceeding while representing the Child Protective Services in another action involving the same party 
either concurrently or after the other action. 

Amends Family Code Section 81.0075.  Effective June 14, 2013.

Senate Bill 355: Requiring 
Child Support Information in 
Protective Order Applications 

Author, Senator Royce West (D-Dallas); 
Sponsor, Representative Tryon Lewis 

(R-Odessa)

This bill requires an application for a protective order to state whether the applicant is receiving “IV-D” 
(Office of the Attorney General) child support services.  The bill also requires the clerk to send the order 
to the Office of the Attorney General if the application notes an open IV-D case. 

Amends Family Code Section 82.004 and Section 85.042. Effective September 1, 2013.
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