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AA  SSaaffee  TTeexxaass::  FFuullll  FFuunnddiinngg  ffoorr  FFaammiillyy  VViioolleennccee  SSeerrvviicceess  
Full funding for family violence programs represents TCFV’s number one legislative priority.   

 

Texas continues its commitment to ending family violence by investing funds that help to support sixty-nine 24-hour shelter facilities, 10 

nonresidential centers and 16 special project sites.  In 2012, these centers served 79,053 adults and children, answered 191,301 hotline calls, and 

trained or provided community education to 439,486 Texans.  But the unfortunate reality remains that according to a one day census of family 

violence centers, programs reported 1,212 unmet requests for services including for shelter from an abusive partner; 102 women were killed by their 

intimate partner in 2011; and according to the University of Texas Institute on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, 37.7% of women have 

experienced family violence in their lifetime.     

 

This biennium, the Health and Human Service Commission (HHSC) requests level funding ($51.4 million) for core family violence response; HHSC 

also has made an Exceptional Item Funds request of $2.5 million in a special effort to support critical areas of family violence services.  The Texas 

Department of Criminal Justice requests $1.25 million to fund Texas’ Battering Intervention Prevention (BIPP) programs.  As compared to the 

previous biennium, this amount represents level funding for required family violence offender counseling; however, TCFV strongly advocates for 

restoration to previous funding levels ($2.5 million).   

   

SSttoopp  BBaatttteerreerrss  ffrroomm  AAbbuussiinngg  tthhee  CCrriimmiinnaall  JJuussttiiccee  SSyysstteemm      
Offenders often coerce or outright force victims not to testify in the criminal case stemming from the batterer’s behavior.  Witness tampering in 

family violence cases represents one of the most prevalent and ultimately dangerous instances of witness tampering.  The current witness tampering 

statute is a “one size fits all” approach that does not carry with it family violence related consequences.  The United States Supreme Court has held 

that batterers who cause their victim not to be present at trial should not benefit from their bad act or wrongdoing, and that when this occurs, out of 

court statements that would not otherwise be admissible may be allowed to prove guilt.  This is called “forfeiture by wrongdoing”, and Texas does 

not have rules that clearly explain how to litigate this issue.  This measure clarifies the current witness tampering statute, adds tools related to witness 

tampering responsive to family violence dynamics and codifies the rules related to forfeiture by wrongdoing.           

IInnccrreeaassee  VViiccttiimm  AAcccceessss  ttoo  FFaammiillyy  VViioolleennccee  PPrrootteeccttiivvee  OOrrddeerrss    
Advocates, law enforcement and the courts agree that protective orders represent an important safety step victims should take.  In real and practical 

ways, reducing or removing barriers to obtaining protective orders is a matter of safety.  Currently a victim may work with a prosecutor or a private 

attorney to file a protective order case in the county in which either the victim or the offender live rather than where the offense occurred.  This often 

requires the victim to travel between different counties to participate in the criminal case as well as the protective order proceeding; it also represents 

a duplication of similar efforts and evidence collection amongst courts and prosecutors.   This measure would allow the protective order to be filed in 

the county in which the family violence occurred.  TCFV strongly supports Senator Jane Nelson’s Senate Bill 129, which embodies this change.    

  

AAccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy  ffoorr  VViioollaattiinngg  PPrrootteeccttiivvee  OOrrddeerrss      
Protective orders are the state’s message through the court system to a batterer that continued violence is not acceptable.  Unfortunately, batterers 

ignore court mandated protective orders, often doing so more than once, doing so close in time and even while another violation of protective order 

criminal case is pending.  The reality is that it may take 12 months or more to dispose of one violation of protective order case, during which time the 

offender can continue to violate the offense and the offense remains the same level offense (a class A misdemeanor).  This measure would make two 

or more unadjudicated violations within a single year chargeable as a third degree felony. 

PPrreevveennttiioonn::  TToooollss  ffoorr  TTeeaacchheerrss  iinn  MMiiddddllee  SScchhoooollss    
TCFV worked closely with Rep. Dawnna Dukes during the 80th Session to pass HB 121, which eventually became Section 37.0831 of the Texas 

Education Code.  This section requires all schools to create a school dating abuse policy in their district wide improvement plans.  Advocates and 

teachers have increasingly called for the need to provide information and guidance for middle school age children as they develop healthy dating 

relationships.  This measure would clarify and specify the current law related to middle school age children.    

 

FFaammiillyy  VViioolleennccee  aanndd  HHeeaalltthh  CCaarree    
Increasingly policy makers have realized that the susceptibility of a victim to experiencing intimate partner violence is a matter of health.  In Texas, 

this point of view represents a new direction for both those involved in health care and those that advocate against family violence.  This measure 

would create a legislatively mandated, non-funded task force comprised of public and private subject matter experts to look more closely at this 

important overlap and then offer consensus-based policy recommendations moving forward. 

  

Questions?   
Please call TCFV at 512-794-1133 or 1-800-525-1978, and ask for 

Aaron Setliff, Director of Policy, or anyone on the Policy Team. 


