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Travis County Veterans Court Helps Combat Veterans 
Obtain Treatment and Avoid Conviction  

 
 
The Travis County Veterans Court Program is a pre-trial diversion program for veterans who are 
charged with non-violent offenses that are related to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), 
Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI) or other mental health problems resulting from their military 
service.  Veterans Courts have become increasingly popular throughout the country over the past 
three years as a means for helping servicemen and women deal with the physical and 
psychological effects of combat.  The stressors experienced during war often lead to later 
involvement in the justice system, usually due to behavior that is related to substance abuse, 
anxiety, depression and lack of anger control.  These courts are typically designed as a hybrid 
mental health and drug court, utilizing a non-adversarial approach that has been shown to reduce 
the risk of recidivism by as much as 35%.  The Travis County Veterans Court, which held its first 
docket on November 10, 2010, employs a similar team approach.  The court team consists of 
County Court #4 Judge, The Honorable Michael Denton, a defense attorney, prosecutor, program 
manager, caseworker and a Veterans Administration justice outreach specialist.    In addition to 
helping support veterans manage the various issues they are facing, the Veterans Court program 
offers court participants an opportunity to avoid prosecution and a criminal conviction.    
 
Participants in the Veterans Court undergo an evaluation by the Veterans Administration to assess 
psychological, substance abuse and other issues that can be addressed through various types of 
treatment and supportive services.  A Strategic Action Plan (SAP) is developed by the Veterans 
Court caseworker with the veterans’ input.  The veterans are then provided with referrals for 
services needed to begin implementation of the SAP.   The VA provides treatment for mental 
health and substance abuse problems.  If a veteran is unable to attend substance abuse treatment 
at the VA due to schedule conflicts, they may be referred for treatment at a community service 
provider, such as Austin Recovery, at no charge to them.  The Veterans Court staff also assists 
participating veterans with obtaining employment, education, health and housing services, as 
needed. 
 
If accepted into the court, each veteran attends a series of court hearings to monitor and reinforce 
progress toward meeting the objectives of their SAP.  Initially, participants attend each court 
session, which is held every other Thursday at 5:00 PM.  As the participant progresses, he/she is 
promoted to the next level.  As they advance through levels they are required to attend court less 
frequently and are also allowed to decrease individual meetings with the caseworker.  Once the 
objectives of the SAP have been met, the participant will be successfully discharged from the 
Veterans Court program and the case will be dismissed from prosecution.  While the length of 
participation may be up to two years, the expectation is that most participants will complete in 12 
months. 
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PTSD, Traumatic Brain Injuries and substance abuse all change the way the brain functions and 
impacts the ability of individuals to make responsible choices. Research on effective intervention 
has demonstrated that establishing a supportive, non-adversarial judicial relationship, employing 
progressive sanctions and incentives, and providing regular, meaningful involvement with a judge 
are significant factors leading to positive behavioral changes among offenders.   The Travis County 
Veterans Court is attempting to replicate this model to help combat veterans and create a safer 
environment for the local community. 
 
As of April 2012, 42 Veterans are currently in the program, there are 11 applications pending.  Our 
first Veteran graduated November 10, 2011, 5 have graduated to date and 2 are graduating on 
May 10, 2012.  We have 1 female Veteran, 1 Vietnam Veteran and have accepted 3 felonies.  We 
met our first year’s goal in about 9 ½ months.  Interest among Veterans to come through our court 
has increased significantly as word of the court’s existence spreads and increasing numbers of 
veterans return from conflict.   
 
For more information on the Veterans Court, contact the Program Manager, Jackson Glass, at 
jackson.glass@co.travis.tx.us or at 854-3829.  
 
 
 
 
Constable Maria Canchola (512) 854-9488, Maria.Canchola@co.travis.tx.us  
Constable Bruce Elfant (512) 854-9100, Bruce.Elfant@co.travis.tx.us  
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