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Thank you to Chairman Leahy, Chairman Whitehouse, Senator Grassley, and the members of the 
Judiciary Committee, for holding this important hearing, and for the opportunity to submit this 
testimony. 
 
My name is Laura Ponce, and I submit this testimony to honor my daughter, Laura Aceves, who was 
gunned down by her abusive boyfriend last year.   
 
Laura died when she was just 21 years old, at the hands of a man who terrorized her more than a year 
before she died.  I submit these comments to inform the members of the committee of the serious risks 
that face women like Laura when their abusers have easy access to guns.  And I urge the Committee to 
make sure that dangerous abusers like Laura’s killer cannot continue to use guns to threaten and kill 
women.    
 
Laura met the man who killed her, Victor Acuna-Sanchez, at a friend’s birthday party in our hometown, 
Berryville, Arkansas.  They were just teenagers:  Laura was 19, and Victor was only 17.  They started 
dating soon after they met. 
 
Before long, it became clear to Laura that getting involved with Victor was a terrible mistake.  He was 
deeply controlling and violent, and he made her every moment a nightmare.  He beat her on a weekly 
basis — beating her with a baseball bat, dragging her behind a car, repeatedly giving her black eyes, and 
choking her until she passed out.  He also constantly threatened Laura and controlled everything she 
did:  he repeatedly told her he would kill her if she ever left him, he destroyed her belongings, and he 
tried to stop her from leaving by burning her passport, social security card and birth certificate.   
 
Obviously, Laura wanted the abuse to stop, and she didn’t want to be in the relationship.  But he would 
not let her leave, and every time she tried, he would beat her, destroy her stuff, and threaten her with 
more abuse if she tried to leave.   
 
Less than a year before she died, Laura applied for a restraining order against Victor, telling the court 
that he terrorized her and wouldn’t leave her alone.  A few months after that, when Laura again tried to 
force him out of her life, he assaulted her and the police arrested him for domestic battery.  But he was 
out of jail on bail within a couple of days, and he went to her apartment and attacked her.  She told 
police about the attack, and even though it took a month for police to act, they finally arrested him and 
put him in jail.  About three months before Laura’s death, a judge set bail at $15,000. 
 
Unfortunately, about a month after that, his lawyer made a motion to let him out on bail, and it was 
granted.  The court ordered him not to have any contact with Laura. 
 



But on New Years Eve last year, Victor stormed into Laura’s apartment and shot and killed her.   Police 
found her dying on the floor of her apartment with a gunshot to the head.  Her four-month-old son was 
lying by her side, covered in Laura’s blood.   
 
I am not a politician and I am not a policy expert.  I am not filing these comments to give the members of 
this Committee a bunch of statistics.  I’m writing these comments to share Laura’s story, because there 
are so many thousands of women across the country who suffer the same kind of abuse that Laura did, 
and who are at risk of dying like Laura did, because our gun laws let their abusers buy and own guns. 
 
I’m filing these comments so that the members of this Committee know that the problems of guns and 
violence against women are not abstract, theoretical numbers.  These problems affect real people, and 
all too often they end real lives.  I want the Committee to know Laura’s story so you know the real flesh 
and blood people who your actions affect.   
 
I want you to know Laura’s story — and I want you to think of Laura, and what happened to her — when 
you are called upon to vote on laws that would keep guns away from dangerous abusers.  I want you to 
think about Laura’s story because I believe if you do then you will vote to keep women safe. 
 
I understand that there are loopholes in our federal gun laws, that the gun prohibitions only apply to 
couples who are married, but generally not to unmarried dating partners and not to people who are 
convicted of stalking crimes.  I also understand that Senator Klobuchar has introduced a bill, S.1290, that 
would save women’s lives by updating the law to cover abusive dating partners and convicted stalkers.  I 
urge you to pass S.1290 immediately. 
 
I understand that it is too easy for domestic abusers to get guns in this country because even if they are 
prohibited from owning guns they can bypass the background check system and buy a gun from an 
unlicensed seller with no questions asked.  I urge you to pass legislation that will require background 
checks on gun sales by unlicensed sellers. 
 
I believe that all of the members of this Committee — and all your colleagues in Congress — are here in 
Washington because you want to do the right thing and you want to make our country stronger.  You 
can make our country stronger by strengthening the laws that keep guns away from the most dangerous 
members of society, and by protecting the most vulnerable Americans — women like my daughter 
Laura.   
 
I urge you to do so. 
 
Thank you. 


