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Concept Note for an Art Exhibition on Gender-Based Violence 

 May 8 - July 18, 2014 – Washington, D.C. Campus 

 

Context  

Gender-based violence (GBV) is a global epidemic that disproportionately affects women and girls. 

An estimated 1 in 3 women worldwide will be beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her 

lifetime.  GBV does not spare any socio-economic class, ethnicity, race, religion, or education level.  

The problem of violence against women and girls transcends international borders.  

 

The World Bank Group is working with governments and civil society in its member countries, and 

with other development partners to ensure that every citizen – male or female - may live free from 

violence or fear of violence.  Within civil society, the artist community plays an important role in 

raising awareness about key societal issues, including GBV, and in promoting behavior change.   

The Art Program believes that artists, who are unburdened by convention, can offer fresh ideas and 

perspectives, and can be tremendous allies of the Bank in its efforts to combat GBV.  

Objective 

The Art Program aims to highlight the global nature of the problem of violence against women and 

girls, and to demonstrate the important role that each of us can play to change the situation. The 

exhibition is an opportunity for everyone to get involved: women and men, as well as civil society 

organizations, foundations, governments and international development agencies.   

Planned Events 

The exhibition, titled “1 in 3”, will open on May 8 and run through July 18, 2014. It will serve as a 

visual complement to several research and operational publications being launched in the Spring of 

2014, notably the Strategic Review on Sexual and Gender-Based Violence;  a report on Gender-Based 

Violence by the PREM Gender Anchor;  and a publication on “Violence against Women and Girls in 

South Asia”  by the region’s Gender unit.  Under the auspices of the Global Engagement and the 

Foundation Units in the External and Corporate Relations department (ECR), the Art Program is 

working with the Gender units in the Poverty Reduction and Economic Management (PREM) 

and the Social Development Networks (SDN)  to present a global and multi-dimensional 

exhibition.   

 

“1 in 3” will include:  

 Visual artworks and performing art to bring the voices of the survivors; 

 Films and videos to contribute to the debate on GBV, its challenges and solutions;  

 Posters from billboard advertising used in various countries to educate about GBV; and  

 A program of seminars with leading experts and practitioners on gender issues to present data 

and analysis on violence against women, its social and economic impact, and its solutions. 



2 
 

 

The exhibition will be presented at the World Bank Main Complex in Washington, D.C. Campus.  

Locations include the James D. Wolfensohn Atrium, the Atrium Café area, the open space (or “river”) 

located between the pool and the MC entrance lobby, the Preston Lounge, and the J building lobby.   

Visual Art  

 The Atrium will feature a Photographic Exhibition by Afghan photographer Hanifa 

Alizada.  Large black and white photographs will be installed on the 7 “Continents” panels 

and on various walls in the JDW Atrium and in the MC Café area.  

 

 Photography and Sculpture from Sub-Saharan Africa, and from Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia.  These artworks, selected from the Bank permanent collection, will be on view 

around the Preston Auditorium, in the Preston Lounge, and at the entrance of the Preston 

Auditorium. The artworks  include sculptures by artist Freddy Tsimba (Democratic Republic 

of Congo) and paintings and photographs on the topic of human trafficking by various artists 

( The portfolio is currently being discussed with ECA.) 

 

 (In Progress) Artwork from MNA, EAP, ECA, and LAC regions.  The Art Program is 

currently collecting portfolios from several emerging artists from 1) the Middle East and 

North Africa region, 2) the East Asia and Pacific region, 3) the Europe and Central Asia 

region, and 4) the Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).  A few pieces will be selected for 

each region: one, two or three artworks, with preference for flat works (photography, 

paintings, drawings) or multi-media art.  The Art Program welcomes assistance in the 

selection process. 

 

 Posters from an Advertising Campaign: “Real Men Do Not Beat Women” (“Homem de 

Verdade Nao Bate em Mulher”) will be displayed on billboards in the area between the 

Information Desk and the pool area in the JDW Atrium.  The posters feature photographs of 

Brazilian male pop icons that were part of a campaign against GBV organized in Brazilia in 

collaboration with the World Bank country office, and which was subsequently brought to 

Timor Leste and other country offices where it generated a lot of interest. 

 

Public Panel Presentation 

 

 A Public Panel Discussion with artists, external partners and World Bank experts on the 

situation and on the  role that institution and civil society can play to counteract this epidemic 

of violence  (web-streamed). Preston Auditorium, May 23
rd

, 2014. 

 

Performing Art 

 

 “Wounded to Death,” a Reading of Monologues. Written and directed by Italian 

playwright and actress Serena Dandini, “Wounded to Death” is an anthology of letters from 

women victims of GBV, on the model of the Spoon Rivers Anthology.  The show was 

presented with great success in Italy, at the Organization of American States (OAS), and at 

the United Nations.  In this performance of “Wounded to Death,” male readers will be 
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included in the cast to emphasize the role that men can play to change the GBV situation.  A 

number of Executive Directors have agreed to be readers, and arrangements are being made 

to involve other senior managers to underscore the Bank’s commitment to the topic.  Preston 

Auditorium, May 22
nd

, 2014 

 

 Theater Play (title tbd).  Playwright Luigi Laraia, (also advisor to the Italian ED) is writing 

and will direct a play on the topic of violence against women in armed conflicts.  Earlier this 

year, another play by Laraia “Heard” was performed with great success at the Bank.  Bank 

staff  have been auditioning for the GBV play.  Preston Auditorium, June 30, 2014 

 

Multi-Media  

 

 (In Progress) Videos and Movies: videos and movies will be presented on plasma screens 

around the campus during the “1 in 3” exhibition, and during the months preceding the 

exhibition.  One of the videos will be about the Brazilia public campaign “Real Men do not 

Beat Women.” Other multi-media productions from various regions are under consideration.  

The Art Program welcomes suggestions and referrals for films and videos. 

 

Program of Seminars  

 

Lectures and seminars: various speakers from internal and external areas of expertise are being 

identified and approached to speak at panel discussions during the “1 in 3” exhibition as well as 

seminars scheduled ahead of the May opening. 

 

 (In Progress) U.S.  Partnerships. The United States is a strong advocate of women’s rights 

and the Art Program is exploring possible collaborations with U.S. and U.S-based 

organizations (government; NGOs,  think tanks, foundations… ) working on gender issues 

including GBV.  Discussions are on-going or planned with the office of the U.S. Executive 

Director, through the Gender Units and through the U.S Outreach unit ECRAN, who are 

reaching out to their U.S contacts. 

 

 (In Progress) Partnership with the World Bank Family Network (WBFN).  The Art 

Program is discussing possible collaboration with the WBFN. Based in DC, the WBFN works 

with families of WB staff worldwide and helps victims of domestic violence through the 

Domestic Violence task force created by the WBFN.   

 

Social Media and Communication 

 

(Planned) Social media: The Art Program is planning a robust outreach and communication 

campaign about the GBV exhibition, using the Bank social media channels (Corporate and regional 

Facebook pages and Twitter accounts). Through social media and with blogs and other web-based 

features, the Art Program plans to engage with civil society organizations, foundations, youth groups 
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and other parties interested in contributing to the debate on GBV issues and in suggesting solutions to 

the problem.    

Planning and discussions about a social media campaign are underway with communication 

colleagues in the Bank’s SDN and PREM gender units, with staff in the regional communications 

teams, and with External and Corporate relations colleagues. The Art Program is planning similar 

discussions with the Global Engagement unit, which oversees the “1 in 3” exhibition. 

 

 

Beyond June 2014… 

 

The Art Program is exploring options to present the exhibition outside of the World Bank after it 

closes in June 2014.  Several embassies are considering exhibiting some of the artworks from  

“1 in 3”; discussions with the D.C. government are underway to organize a city-wide campaign 

against GBV.  Negotiations are also underway with museums and other partners.  

 

 

Funding 

The Art program has been actively seeking external partners and funding for the project, in 

partnership with the World Bank Global Engagement unit, the Gender units in SDN and in PREM, 

with each Regional Vice Presidency, and with a number of Executive Directors. 
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