
Evaluating State Policy: the 

Economic Security Scorecard  

Last month, Wider Opportunities for 

Women’s Family Economic Security 

Program released the Economic Security 

Scorecard, a national report card on how 

well state policies promote the financial 

well-being of its residents. The findings 

from this report can help to inform the 

advocacy efforts for to strengthen policies 

that impact survivors.  

Working families are struggling to make 

ends meet in an economy marked by the 

growth of low-wage jobs, stubbornly high 

long-term unemployment and increased 

need for public assistance. The Economic 

Security Scorecard looks to the states role 

in responding to these issues and how well 

they are investing in workers, families and 

seniors.  

How states are performing on these issues 

is particularly important today both 

because of the economic challenges cited 

above and because gridlock in Congress 
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means that any federal action is unlikely. 

From education funding to medical and 

housing assistance, state policies play a 

significant role in supporting local families, 

protecting vulnerable populations and 

proactively investing in the workforce and 

economy.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Scorecard grades and ranks over 80 

individual state policy choices (including a 

state’s minimum wage, EITC, funding for 

preschool attendance, job training funding, 

access to public assistance and 

unemployment insurance, paid family 

leave, and much more) that fall within five 

basic elements of economic security: 

income, job quality, education and job 

training, public supports, and savings and 

asset building. The Scorecard also 
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economy. 



  

 

  

 

Policies Critical to 
Survivor Safety and 
Economic Security: 

· One average, states 
are failing to provide 
adequate safe and 
sick day policies. A 
total of 40 states had 
a grade of F. The 
District of Columbia 
scored an A and 
Connecticut an A+. 

· When looking at 
policies that are 
essential for survivors 
– access to 
affordable childcare, 
Medicaid, sick and 
safe days, Family 
Medical Leave, 
medical disability – 
California, the District 
of Columbia, Hawaii, 
Connecticut and 
Maine top the list with 
Maryland, Idaho, 
Missouri, Kansas and 
Virginia at the bottom. 

· New Jersey, District 
of Columbia and 
California top the list 
for expanded Family 
Medical Leave 
coverage for 
employees at small 
businesses and a 
broader definition of 
family members.  
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examines and grades each state for the 

affordability of the basic costs of living, 

such as housing, transportation and health 

care, for working-age and senior 

households – an important determinant of 

households’ ability to make ends meet. 

WOW’s research finds that most states fall 

far short of adequately promoting 

economic security for working families and 

seniors. No state earned higher than a B- 

(Washington State topped the ranking), 

and most states earned grades lower than 

a C. Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and 

Utah ranked last with D+. 

Analysis of policy area grades reveals that 

state’s efforts to promote economic 

security on certain fronts can be 

undermined by other, weaker policies. For 

example, a state may succeed in expanding 

unemployment insurance to a greater 

proportion of their residents, but those 

benefits may replace a lower proportion of 

their pre-unemployment earnings. In 

states with stronger minimum wages, 

workers may still lack job security and 

access to earned sick time.  

States’ grades also vary across element 

areas: states may receive A’s in expanding 

asset building programs or public 

assistance, but fail in promoting strong 

educational systems, or vice versa. 

This fact reveals one of the Scorecard’s key 

findings: states are not employing a 

systematic approach to promoting family 

or elder economic security. Instead, 

policies seem to be more likely a result of 

circumstances and politics. The Scorecard 

can thus serve as a valuable tool and 

guide for lawmakers in employing a more 

comprehensive economic security 

strategy, and constructing better policies 

to meet the needs of their state’s 

economy and constituencies. 

Similarly, a state’s grade on the Scorecard 

is not strongly related to its budget size, 

fiscal health or median income. In other 

words, the capacity of a state to enact 

economic security policies is much more 

a factor of political and public will. In 

every state – from Massachusetts to 

Mississippi, and regardless of the size of 

their tax base or partisan affiliation – 

lawmakers and citizens have the choice 

and the power to invest in workers and 

families to create a future economy 

based on and driven by good jobs and 

economically secure families. 

Like any grade, those earned in this index 

assess performance at a specific time 

based on a specific set of conditions. It is 

our hope that advocates and 

policymakers will use the Economic 

Security Scorecard to target their effort 

and resources to change the policies 

necessary to improve the economic well-

being of the families in their state. 



 

What You Can Find 
at the New 
www.wowonline.org: 
 

 

· Information on 
WOW’s projects, 
research, advocacy 
and technical 
assistance/training 
opportunities 

· WOW news and blogs 

· State-based 
economic security 
data – Basic 
Economic Security 
Tables (BEST), Elder 
Economic Security 
Index and 
demographic reports 

· The Economic 
Security Institute 

· Advocacy tools and 
resources 
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Policy Corner 

 

Federal Policy Update 

The Department of Health and Human Services released 

new regulations for the Child Care and Development 

Fund (CCDF) program. Among other things, the proposed 

rule change would toughen health and safety standards 

for child care providers that receive CCDF funds. 

State Policy Update 

Colorado: Enacted HB 1081 which requires youth 

education programs to teach sexual and dating violence 

prevention.  

Delaware: On June 6
th

, the State senate passed SB97, 

which adds gender identity to the state’s hate crime and 

nondiscrimination laws. It will protect transgender 

people from employment, housing and other 

discriminations. The bill is currently in House committee. 

Illinois: State legislature has sent HB 3379 to the 

governor. The bill requires school boards to adopt a 

policy on teen dating violence and to include teen dating 

violence in youth training and education programs.   

Introducing WOW’s New Look 

In 2014, WOW will be celebrating its 50
th

 anniversary of 

advocating for the empowerment, equity and economic 

security for women and families across the nation. To 

commemorate this milestone,   WOW has adopted a new logo 

and has launched a new website – www.wowonline.org.  

Our #1 goal in building the new site was to best support the work of our valued partners and 

allies. The newest addition to WOW’s site is our Economic Security Institute (ESI), a virtual 

platform and clearinghouse that will support progressive research and advocacy agendas by 

promoting the discussion, definition, measurement and advocacy of economic security. The 

Institute’s collection of research and advocacy resources will help advocates, policy makers, 

researchers, practitioners and others employ an economic security framework in their 

efforts to help workers, families and elders build better lives. The Basic Economic Security 

Tables
TM

 (BEST), Elder Economic Security Index
TM

 and Economic Security Scorecard can be 

found in the Institute.  

The Economic Security for Survivors (ESS) Project can now be found at: 

http://www.wowonline.org/economic-security-for-survivors/. All of the projects resources –

including the Economic Security and Safety Guide for the STOP Grant Program, the Getting 

Started: Handbook to Address Economic Security for Survivors, and the Justice System and 

Population Policy Brief series – have been relocated to the ESS Project Resources page: 

http://www.wowonline.org/resources/economic-security-for-survivors-project-ess/ .  

Please explore our new site and let us know if you have any questions. 

 

 

go 

Sen. Margaret Rose Henry, SB97 

sponsor, advocates for its passage. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a fan of 
WOW? Interested in 
finding out more about 
WOW’s activities?  

Click here to receive email 
updates and action alerts. 

Click here to access our blog 
for commentary, updates on 
events, and discussions on 
our work. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact WOW’s 
Economic Security for 
Survivors (ESS) 
Project Team: 

Sarah Gonzalez Bocinski, 
Project Manager, 
sbocinski@wowonline.org 

Malore Dusenbery,     
Project Associate, 
mdusenbery@wowonline.org  
 
 
 
 

 

 

This project was supported by 

Grant No. 2012-TA-AX-K031 

awarded by the Office on 

Violence Against Women, U.S. 

Department of Justice. The 

opinions, findings, conclusions, 

and recommendations 

expressed in this publication 

are those of the author(s) and 

do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Department of 

Justice, Office on Violence 

Against Women. 

Highlighting Program and Policy Innovations:  

Two years ago the Office for Civil Rights of the Department of Education sent a “Dear 

Colleague Letter” to educators across the country detailing Title IX requirements 

pertaining to sexual violence including rape, sexual assault, sexual battery, and sexual 

coercion. The letter states that schools are required to “take immediate action to eliminate 

the harassment, prevent its recurrence, and address its effects.” As awareness of this Title 

IX provision increases, a growing number of survivors are filing complaints for campus 

failures to adequately respond to incidents of sexual assault and intimate partner violence. 

Most recently the Department of Justice and Department of Education released their ruling 

from a joint investigation into the response to incidents of sexual assault and harassment 

at the University of Montana. These findings underscore the rights to an education free of 

discrimination and that survivors have the right to have sexual harassment and assault 

properly investigated, prosecuted and resolved.  

 

Title IX is not only an important measure to ensure that campuses establish and enforce 

appropriate mechanisms to eliminate and respond sexual violence, it also a means to help 

survivors recover from the full harm they experienced. In addition to appropriate 

prevention and safety measures, the letter outlines remedies for survivors including:  

· ensuring that the survivor and alleged perpetrator do not attend the same classes; 

· moving the survivor or alleged perpetrator to a different residence hall or, in the 

case of an elementary or secondary school student, to another school within the 

district; 

· providing counseling services; 

· providing medical services;  

· providing academic support services, such as tutoring; 

· arranging for the complainant to re-take a course or withdraw from a class without 

penalty, including ensuring that any changes do not adversely affect the 

complainant’s academic record.  

 

Pursuing these remedies is critical to ensuring economic justice for campus survivors of 

violence. For more information about Title IX rights and sexual violence, visit 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/fact_sheet_know_your_rights.pdf  

 

 
WOW Announcements and Tools 

 

New Tool: LGBTQ Brief Released 

ESS recently released the third installation of its series of Population Policy Briefs, the LGBTQ 

Survivors and Economic Security Brief.  

The brief is available for download here. 

 

Save the Date: Upcoming Webinar  

Economic Security and LGBTQ Survivors: Understanding and Addressing Unique Needs 

To learn more about the economic barriers facing LBGTQ survivors join WOW and Chai 

Jindasurat and the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs on September 26th. 

Registration for the event will open in August. 

 


